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AND THE, 


| Manofadturing of it in this KING D 0 M. 


With REMARKS on the 


v OO L, and Woollen Manuliftories of. 
France, Flanders and Holland, Kc. 


| Shewing the Nature of the Britiſh WOOL in its full 
Perfection, and its peculiar Goodneſs, exceeding all other Combing I 
Woot, and the Advantages we may have from it; the Loſs and Riitth + 8 
it will in fallibly bring to this NATION by being Rum into Foreign | 
Parts, a and how and why it is Deſtructive: With the Riſe and Pro- 
1 2 o the M oollen * Abroad, occaſion d by its =P 
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To which is Annen d, | 1 


_ A Playcart or Proclamation, for Preſerving the Muolen Maus- — 
— Faltur es in Flanders, publiſh'd in the Year 173. == 


Alſo an r Addreſs to the Parliament of Ereat- Britain, ſhewing, the 
Advantage it is to the Landed Intereſt to keep our Wool at Home; 
with an Addition of ſeveral Facts of Wool and Yarn being ſeized, 
which have come to my Knowledge ſince the firſt Publication, 
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Printed by H. Kent, for the Au THOR: And Sold by 811 
- VerTve, at the Sun in Swithin Ally, near the be and "1 
Alſo by the Bookſellers and Pamphlet Shops of London and J 
muinſter, 1739. (Price One Ill): 
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IHE Reaſon that firſt excited me to make Obſervations 
ſl relating to the Exportation of Wool in a clandeſtine Man- 
ner from England, was in 1723, I being at Newport 
in the Iſle of Wight, a ſeling of ſome Worſted Stuffs 
7 bat I made then in that Neighbourhood, and hearing 
WY | that there was a Parcel of good Combing Woot to be ſold in that 
= Town; 1 went to the Merchant that was the Owner of it, who 
% ſoon ſhew'd it to me, which was very good Combing Wool, and 4 
fie Hair, tho not ſo long as the Wool of ſome other Counties in 
k England, yet it was fit for [ome ſorts of Goods that I then made; I 
asked him the Price of it? W ho (aid it was 16s. and 6d. per Todd, 
. * which, according to the Cuſtom of that Place, is 29 Pounds; this 
* ſor; of Woo! was worth all the Money he asked at that time; but 
dos hav nr occuſion for ſo great a Quantity of Wool of that ſort as 
that was, (there Hing upwari's of a Thouſand Todd) I agreed to give 


him his Price, ij he would let me ha”: "ve or ſix Packs: To which © 
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came from, and found it was brought from ſome Part of the North 
of Great Britain; it was excellent Combing Wool. Theſe are a 
feu Inſtances, to ſhew, that the Foreigners have our Wool Owled 
over to them in divers Parts of theſe Countries abroad. There was 
ſeveral Manufacturers of my Acquaintance, who are now in England, 
that was with me at moſt of the Times that I have named, who 
have ſeen Wool landing abroad. I could give a greater Number of 
Prefs of the Wool being landed abroad; but hope theſe few 
ſet down,. will convince thoſe that ſay the French 457 good Wool 
enough of their own Growth, and to ſpare ſome to the Hollanders, 

Sc. and alſo thoſe that ſay that there is no Wool ſent into Foreign 
Parts, from Great Britain. But it is too obvious, that Foreigners 
baue Britiſh Combing Woot at this time. And it is my Opinion, the 
French, Sc. never can contrive to have ſuch Wool grow'd as ours is, 
that will: ſupport. their Fabricks of Stuffs, &c. For I have obſerved, 
that they have made the following Experiments abroad, without any 


good Succeſs. 


IN x732. The French got Rams from England and Ireland, and 
put them to their Ews, to try if they would mend the Breed; they took 
care to put them upon the beſi Herbage they have between Dunkirk 
and Graveling ; this mended the Wool the firſt Tear, but the next 
. Tear it grew worſe, and. the following Tear, it was no better than 
heir own Rams and Ews produce. The ſame Tear I ſaw ſome Sheep 
landed at the Back of Dunkirk, in the Channel of Mardike, and 


was ſent up the Country. 


The PREFACE. 


IN 1732. 1 beard that the Prince Deloigne' had gor ſome f our 
Engliſh Rams, and German Ews, 70 try what they would do; I went 
up the Country to ſee how they produced their Wool, and found that 
the Wool went off from the Goodneſs, as the former. did. This 
Prince lives at a Place call d Belifle, about ' 20 Miles from Mentz in 
Flanders, J | Nene 93 
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IN October, 1735. As I was paſſing from Bethune to Liſle, I call 4 
upon a Shepherd in a Field near Foorn, a little Villiage; I prevail a 
pon the Shepherd to drink a Glaſs of Wine with me, and had a great 
deal of Talk with him, about the Wool of "thoſe Parts; who told mes 
That they had tried Engliſh Rams, but after the firſt Tear, the Wool 
was worſe than their own Rams and Ews produced; and afſured me, 
that the only way they had to preſerve their Wool in its own natural 
Goodneſs, was to houſe their Sheep in the Night-time in the Winter 
Seaſon: One Thing I cannot omit io obſerve, and that js, the Sbep- 
herds always keep with their Sheep Night and Day, and have a Houſe 
= that goes upon two Wheels, and is drawn from Place to Place; as the 
Sheep are moved from one Place to another to feed, and the Sheep 
= follow him and his Dog; the Dog is of no other Uſe, than to preſerve 


the Sheep from any Wolves, Foxes, or any other Beaſt that come ta 
annoy the Sheep. 


THE reaſon that the Wool of France, Flanders and Holland is ge- 


nerally ſbort, ſower, bruſbey, and commonly is full of Stichel Hairs, 
= which, in my Opinion, is wholly owing to the Herbage they feed on; 
= | this will appear very plain, if we do but caſt our Eyes about us at 
Home ; for the Food or Herhage differs ſo much in England, that at 


this 
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land, is ſo/d' for no more than Three-pence Half-penny per Pound; 


this very time there is ſome Fleece Wool in the North Parts of Eng- 


and yet the Fleece Wool that grows between Hereford, Roſs and the 
Old Gore, Sc. in Herefordſhire, was ſold at Roſs: and Hereford Fair 
for Twenty-pence per Pound; the Wool near the South *. in . 


ſex, was worth near as much. 


4 PD ED SOEPEDD: TED" 
E Obſervations on WOOL, 
= AND THE 3 


: Woollen MANUFACTURE. 


Country, tho it is well ſtock d with People, and 

Ge doth not lie contiguous to the Sea, and hath 
9 their own Growth and Produce to employ all their 
Hands, their People muſt go into Foreign Service to ſeek their Bread, | 
# as is the Caſe of the 8w1ſs, and ſeveral other Nations in Europe: But \ 
4 


J 
1 

15% | ; 
ul HE Riches of any Kingdom or Nation, is in the 
; ant Multiplicity of People, it they have a Produce of the 
oz Growth of their own Country to employ them, 
BY and the Advantage of the Sea to carry on a Trade 
4 to other Countries: On the contrary, where any 


Providence hath provided better for England; we are invironed with the 

Sea and have ſeveral ſorts bf Materials that are the Produce of our own 

Land to employ our People with, and when they are wrought up 

into the divers forts of Manufactures, we have alſo plenty of Shipping 

co carry them into Foreign Countries; and in return we bring back 

; 2X fuch Materials as are uſeful to us in Building and Rigging our Ship- 

ping; and in many other Branches of Buſineſs that we want, and have 
not of our own Produce, | 


And 


| 
| 
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Ap the principal Commodities that we ſend Abroad are the Wool 
len Manufactures that are made of the Wool of the Growth of England, 
which could afford Labour and Employment to all our Poor, or at 
leaſt the Quantity grow'd in Great-Britain and Ireland, wou d cer- 
tainly be enough, if we were ſo happy as to have the Manufac- 
turing of it all ourſelves. But we have the Misfortune to have among 
ourſelves, ſome ſo baſe as to contriveall manner of Ways and Means to 
Owl this ſo abroad (ſor ſo they very properly call Running of the Wool 
into other Countries, it being done by Stealth and in the dark, like 
Owls, who durſt not look the Sun in the Face,) and that to thoſe that 
are utter Enemies, by their own Conſtitution, to our Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs: I am ſure there is nothing ſo loudly calls for the Help and 
Aſſiſtance of every true Briton, that hath a Value tor his Native Coun- 
try, and the Trades and Manufactures thereof, than lending a Helping- 
hand at this Time, to put a Stop to that vile and deteſtable Practice, of 


Owling of Wool abroad from Great-Britain and Ireland. For it is 


notorious, that the Woollen Manufactures are daily increaſing abroad, 
and that by the Help of the Wool of Great- Britain and Jrelaud. This, 
I think, ſhould excite every true Briton to ſtrive to prevent this grand 
Evil, what the Conſequenceattending this Practice will bring upon Exg- 


land, if not timely prevented, I willendeavour todemonſtrate: But firſt 


it is neceſſary that I ſhould ſer forth, what an Advantage we have by 


our Wool and Woollen Manufactures, above any Nation in Europe, 


and how and why the Owling of our Wool is ſo dangerous and fatal 


4 Nuiſance to this Nation; or elſe it will not appear that ſuch a 
Practice doth us any Harm at all. Woollen Manufactures, are ſuch a 
ſort of Commodities, that there is not any Nation in Europe but 
"muſt have them; Inhabitants of the coldeſt Climates muſt of Neceſ- 


ſity have them; and they of the warmeſt Regions, cannot do without 


them for Cloathing. And there is no Manufactures are fo fit for 
Cloathing in general, as thoſe made of Wool, and no Wool in Europe 


is equal to ours in Goodneſs, both for Combing, and Cloathing 


Wool alſo. But here I wou d now particularly take Notice of our Long 


Combing i vol, being that fort of Wool that our Rivals covet moſt; 1 
| | know 


= 
4 y 
- 


* 
I 
* 
AY 3 
4 
4 
LY 
* 
RY. 
E 
2 
4 ; 
1 
"= 
= : 
P U 
1 
__ 

i » 

p 1 
=” 2 
. 4 

a 
1 5 
7 7 
5 -+ 
ö 
* 
_— 
* | 
"2 . 
"= ® 
S. 
3 
*X 1 F 
0 
5 
4 * 
+ | 
. 
7 


4 
? 
wy 
T2771 
Y 
— 4 : f 
P. 
”" 
* 
7 a 
* . 
F K > 
4 $1 
* of > 
i 4 
* J 
+ | 
4. * 5 
k | 1 
. 


* 
= 
F * * as — — 
7 8 
A 5 —— > Fo gages Re 
K a - * - "1 * 


48) 
8 


know. that. it ĩs neigten that the making of Clath abroad o 


f 
our Wool, is that which, deſtroys our Woollen Trade; But L High 
prove that to be a Miſtake;-when I come to ſhew whatzſorts of Gi d 
are made at each-Town abroad. But firſt, I ſhall ſhew the Difference 
that there is between the Wool of France, Flanders, Leland and Hol- 


and, and that of Great-Britain and Ireland. The Wool of Fraxce, 
Flanders and Holland, is tor the moſt part very coarle and ſhort in 


general, not above 3 or 4 Inches long, and of a harſh ſower Nature; 


and great Part of it hath a Stichel Hair in it, like ſome of our Wool 


that is of the Growth of ſome Parts of Norfalk, Suffolk, Cambriage- 


ſhire, and in ſome Parts of the North of England. In theſe Coun- 
ties the Wool is infected with the ſort ot Stichel Hair which is 


of a bright ſhining Colour, not like the other Wool that grows along 
with it on the ſame Sheep it being more-like Dogs Hair; this Hair will 
twiſt in along with the other Hairs, When it is Spun, but continues 


to ſtare out, make it into what Goods they will: Neither will it Dye 
into any proper Colour, but ſtill will continue of a whitiſh Colour. 
The Dutch are very curious Sorters of Wool, as I have obſerved when 


I was Abroad in Ho//and: IT was told by an ZExgh/ſbman that work d 


with a Felt-Monger in Holland, that they are ſo curious about the 
Wool, that hath this Stichel Hair in it, that they have Boys and Girls 


to pick the Wool off from the Skins, and leave thoſe, Stichel Hairs 
ſtanding on the Skin. There is a little long Wool that is growed in 
North Holland and Zeland, and about Ghent and Lovaine in Flanders, 
but this is not fine, like the Wool of Euglaud and Ireland; the French 
Wool is pretty much like the Flemiſh and Holland Wool; but the 
Combing Wool of England and Ireland, is fine and long, free from 


this Stichel Hair, and the natural Strength of it makes it Valuable, 
as well as the Soſtneſs and Fineneſs of it; and the Manulactories of 


Stuffs and Stockings made thereof, are preterable. for, Goodneſs and 


Beauty, to any Goods that they can make ol their own Wool, either 


in France, Flanders or Holland: Even as much as our Stuſſs ot the 


fineſt quality, that are made of the beſt and fineſt Wool, ſurpaſs the 


Goods that are made of our coarſeſt Wool, The Wool ot the Coun- 
B 2 ties 
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ties of Warwickſbire, Northam on, Lincolyſtre and Rutland, with 
a 


ſome Parts of Huntingdon, Bedford, Buckingham and Cambridgeſhire, 
and Rumney Marſh; with ſome Parts of Norfolk, have been accounted 
the longeſt and fineſt Combing Wool. But of late Years there hath 
been Improvements made in the Breed of the Sheep, by changing the 
Rams, and Sowing of Turneps, Graſs Seed, Sc. and now there is ſome 
large fine Combing Wool, to be found in moſt Countries in England, 
which is fine, long and ſoft, fit to make all forts of fine Stutts and 
Hoſe of: And notwithſtanding this ſort of Wool is fo long, and 

ows on large Sheep, yet there is upon ſome of thoſe Sheep a 
{mall Quantity of ſhort fine Wool, fit for the making of Cloth; and 
that ſort the Foreigners mix with ſome ſort of the Spaniſb Wool, to help 
to ſtrengthen the Chain or Warp that they make into Cloth. 

T xz Combing Wool of Ireland, grows moſtly in the Counties of Zip- 
perary, Limerick, Kilkemiy, Kerry, Waterford, Conaught and Cork; and 
is no way inferior to the long Wool of ig land, except a ſmall Quanti 
of Wool that grows in ſome Parts of Leiceſter, and the Sourh Marſhes 
of Lincolnſhire, which is longer than any Wool grow'd in any Part of 
England beſides, and is of a beautiful ſhining Colour, and altho long, 
yet very fine and ſoft, and is chiefly uſed in making of the beſt ſorts 
of Norwich Crapes, Bombaſines, Sc. which, when wrought into theſe 
fort of Goods, is not only very fine, but bears an exceeding good 
Gloſs, ſuperior to any of the Wool of Ireland: But for the reſt of the 
Wool that is uſed in Combing in England, it is fo near the Length, 
Strength and Fineneſs, that when compared with Jriſb long Wool, 
there is no one, when he ſees it abroad, can tell whether it be Eugliſb 


or Jriſb Wool. 


HAVING given an Account of the Nature and Places of the 
Growth of our long Combing Wool, and the Difference there is be- 
tween the Wool of France and the Low Countries, and that ſort of 
Wool juſt now named. T ſhall now proceed according to my Pro- 
miſe, to ſhew what forts of Goods are made of Combing Wool; and 
what ſorts are made with Combing Wool and Carding Wool mixt to- 


gether ; and what is mixt with Silk, Cotton and Linnen, Gc. _ 
6 


1 The felt, viz. is COMBING WOOL: -. 
g ; = Says Durants Cantiloons 


Borſleys Ranters | Worſted Pluſh 
Shballoons Buntings Quarter Diamond 
=D Spaniſh Crapes Boulting Cloths Birds Eye and Diamond 
WE Buring Crapes  . Swathing Bands Gregram 
== Tamys | Serge Denim Paragon 
=X Purncllows Camblets Cadis 
WE Sattannets Camblettees Gartering | 
EX Harrateens Calimancoe plain Quality Binding 
Cheneys '  Calimancoe flower d Stockings 
Serges Damasks Caps 
RE Sagathies Ruſſets Gloves 
bo. Duroys Everlaſting | Breeches Knit 
6: With many other ſorts of Plain and Figur d Stuffs. 
e following Goods are made of Combing Wool and Carding Wool 
1 mix d together ; the Combing is the Warp or Webb ; the Carding is 
"XE Zhe Woof of Shoot, viz. | | 
"Ways x Long Ells Swan Skin 
Broad Raſh Druggets plain Quinco Bays or Wadin 
Cloth Serge Druggets corded Perpetanues | 
PVerman Serge Flannel | 


The following Goods are made with Long Wool, and. 
= Silk Mohair and Cotton mix d, viz. 

Norwich Crapes Stockings Alapeens 

ilk Druggets Spaniſh Poplins  Anterines _ 
Fair Plui Caps and Gloves Silk Sattenety 
Hair Camblet Venetian Poplins Bombaſines 


%- nd divers ſorts of different Stuffs, both figur d, clouded, ſpotted, plain 
and ſtrip d, too tedous to name: But what I have ſet down are ſuffi- 
cient to prove the Valuableneſs of the Combing Woot, 


HA VINO 
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Havinc ſheun. what a great Number of different; ſorts of Stufl; 
are made of Combing Wool; I wou d juſt obſerve, that the Foreigners 
cannot make any ot thoſe ſorts of Goods, as above, with their on 
Wool, fit for a Foreign Market, but when mix d with the Wool of 
Great Britain or Ireland, then they are enabled to do it, as J ſhall 
ihew in its proper Place: And that is the Reaſon che Foreigners cover 
that ſort of Wool, beiore the Clothing or Short Wool; winch-makes 
the Los to us the greater; when they have our deep Combing Wool. 
Since then Providence hath furniſh'd us with ſuch an ineſtimable Ad- 
vantage by Virtue of our Wool, above :every Nation in Europe, it 
neceſſarily follows, that our Woollen Goods mult be the moſt Value- 
able, and the moſt in Vogue of all others, and conſequently, that fey 
Foreign Markts can, or will be without our Stuffs, Stockings, Ec. 
and therefore muſt be ſupply d by our Merchants, if we were ſo 
kind to ourſelves, to keep our Wool at Home, and conſequently thoſe 
Markets will be engroſs d by us; which, as it will cauſe a conſtant if 

Demand for our Wollen Manulactures, fo this. Demand. will provide a 
continual Employment for our Poor. And this conſtant Employment 
of our Manufactories will alſo improve our Workmen, in all the Bran- 
ches of the Manufacturing Part, which Emprovement in all our Arts, 
will ſecure the Demand trom beyond Sea, and keep up our Reputation 
Abroad, which will cauſe the. conſtant Circulation ot Money through- 
out the Nation, and render our Manutacturers as pertect as -poſlibly 
can be. | | 
Ox the contrary, by the Owling of Wool into Foreign Countries, 
we enable their own Manutactories to make much better and finer 
Stuffs, Stockings, Sc. than their own is capable of making, when 
wrought by itſelf, whereby we do the Woollen Manufactories of this 
Nation the following Damages | 8 wy 

Firſt, By this Means we leſſen the Demand for our Woollen Goods 
in thoſe Countries where they are now made, which formerly were 
ſerved by us, and mult again, if ve can be ſo good to ourſelves as to 

keep our Wool at Home. F003 0 0 


Secondly, 


(7) 
* $eroridly, We not only loſe tlie ſerving; of them, hut by giving 
them our Wool, we put thoſe: Manufacturers into a Condition to furniſn 
the very Markets we ſend our Woollen Goods to, which go off as well, 
or better than ours, by their being able to underſell us, and conſequently 
hinders the Sale of ours. 8 7 1 1 2 nad g 5! ul Gl 
Thirdly, If we continue to Smuggle our Wool Abroad, other 

Countries will, and muſt naturally by degrees, rum our Woollen 
Trade for the Exportation. | 072 e120. © 
' Fourthly, Our Exportation for Woollen Goods thus once loſt, 
what will become of our Handicrafts, and the Surplus: of our own 
Manufactures; for we, amongſt ourſelves; do not conſume above one 
Third of our Woollen Goods, ſo that the Maſters will turn off their 
Hands, which muſt come to the Pariſh for Maintenance, and the 
Growers of Wool muſt fell.fo much of the Wool that is wanted for 
Home Conſumption for what they can get; and thereſt, the Smuggling 
Grower and Farmer muſt force a Trade, and ſell it to the French, 
Flemings, Flanders, &c. and if this ſhou'd be the Ente, the Foreigners 
will give juſt what they think fit for it. This is the natural Caſe 
of all torts of Goods that are a Drug, or where Perſons are under a 
Neceſſity to fell their Goods, there being more Sellers than Buyers; and 
therefore this mult be the Caſe of our Smuggling Graziers and Farmers; 
and whether this will not make them all Beggers at laſt, I. leave my 
Countrymen to judge. For tho the French, &c. give'a'greater Price 
for our Wool now than we do, is becauſe they cannot do without it 
to mix with their own, to make their Manufactures fit for a: Foreign 
Market: But when they come to have tlie Wool forced upon them, 
they will then ſlight it, and have it at what Price they pleaſe, or the 
Ou ling Farmer and Graziers muſt let it lie and rot which in a ſhort 
Time will cauſe the Breeding of Sheep not worth while; the Landlord 
there;ore mult abate of the Rent, or take his Lands into his own Hands. 

Now to demonſtrate that tlus is very likely tobe the Caſe, will 
appear irom the following Facts: FC EEO TER BIOAENTL 

FirsrT then, it is not above 70 Years ago, ſince Lewis the XTVth, 
King ot France, fuſt encourag'd the making of Cloth in his Country 
or Kingdom, THE 


(3) 


Tut firſt Place he began at, was Languedoc, where they made 
Cloth of about gs. or 10s. a French Ell; ſince that Time, they have 
made Cloths from 106. to 14s. an Ella French Ell is a ſmall matter 
longer than an Zng/iſb Ell; the King raiſed a Fund to carry on this 
ſo Valueable a Branch of Trade with Vigour: Thus ſort or Cloth is 
about 7 Quarters Wide, like our Glouceſterſbire Cloths ; ſince that Time 
they have ſet up ſeveral more Manufactories, in which they make divers 
ſorts of Stuffs, Stockings, Sc. which I ſhall give a particular Account 
of, when I come to ſhew in what Towns in France, Flanders and Hol- 
land, the ſeveral different ſorts of Stuffs, &c. are Manufactured. 

Bur before the French King begun thoſe Fabricks in his Dominions, 
nay and many Years after, we ſent large Quantities of Woollen Goods 
to France; but ſince the Clandeſtine Exportation of our Wool hath been 
carry'd on ſo vigourouſly to that Country, the French King hath pro- 
hibited all forts of our Woollen Manufactures being imported into the 
French Dominions; nay, that is not all the Harm they do us, for their 
Factories are ſo much increaſed within 10 or 12 Years laſt paſt, that the 
French ſend vaſt Quantities of Stuffs, Stockings, Sc. to Spain, Por- 
tugal, Italy, &c. and underſell us 10 or 12 per Cent. their Labour 
being ſo much cheaper than ours in England, (as I ſhall ſhew in its 
proper Place,) which is the Reaſon they underſell us at the Foreign 
Markets: But this wou'd do us no Harm, if we could be ſo wiſe and 
good to ourſelves, to keep our Wool at Home, and Manufacture it all 
ourſelves. | 

Secondly, And at this very Time, by Owling of our Wool to Ham- 

brough, Holland, Flanders, France, &c. thole Countries are able to 
manufacture divers ſorts of Stuffs and Stockings which are ſold a- 


mongſt the Hollauders, Fleemings, &c. which makes our Manufac- i 
tures a Drug in thoſe Parts, the Dutch and Fleemings buying only 


ſuch ſorts of Woollen Goods of our Merchants, that they have oc- ; 


caſion for, to make up proper Aſſortments of Goods fit to be ſhew'd at 
the Markets Abroad; the Foreigners not as yet making all the Sorts 
or Aſſortments of Goods ſo neat as we do. But it they continue to 


have our Wool, there will not be any ſorts of Woollen Goods made in i 
England, 9 


<5) 


as well as we do. It is but a few Years ago ſince the Hollanders 
came to be ſupply d with Woollen Goods from ſome Parts of the Ger- 
man Dominions, which are made with our Wool, and are made near as 
good as our Stuffs, Sc. except our Superfine Stuffs, Stockings, &c. and 
much cheaper than we can fell ours, occaſion d alſo by the Cheapneſs 
ot their Labour. | | ** | 4 


Woollen Manufactories quite out of their large Dominions, and not 
only ſo, but are become Sharers with us in our Commerce in Spain, 


have almoſt beat us out of ſeveral Branches of our Woollen Fabricks. 


tinue to get our Wool for 60 or 70 Years longer: Alſo in the ſhott 
== Space of a few Years, the Woollen ManutaQtories of the Low Coun- 
tries, and ſome Parts of Germany, &c. are ſo Improv'd and Increas d, 
by the Help of our Wool, that Holland is chiefly ſerved from them 
Vith thoſe ſorts of Goods which they mix with a ſew they buy from 
England, and then call them al Engliſh Goods; becauſe Eugliſb 
Woollen Manulactures have had the Vogue and Name for many Years 
WE paſt, all over Europe. This is the Reaſon that our Woollen Goods go 
= oft ſo {lowly in Holland. Tt this is become the Caſe, in a few Years 
BE paſt, what will be the Conſequence in Twenty Years more? Will not 
== other Places as well as the Provinces of Holland, be fupply'd from 
== Germany, &c. with Woollen Manuſactures, who at preſent continue 
to take off our Woollen Fabricks? 7 19 
ICANN or but think that I have fully made it appear, what Ad- 
vantage we have, above all Nations in tlie known World, by our 
Wool and our Woollen Manufactory; and how and why the O ling 
of Wool becomes fo dangerous and ſo ſatal a Nuiſance to England: It 
= hath allo been prov'd, that our. Woollen Manufacturing Trade hath 
WE vaſtly ſuffered by the French, within theſe 60 or 50 Years, and daily 
Ws declines by the Increaſe of their Commerce. | | 


C | | Ax D. 
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"England, but what in a few Years the Foreigners will be able to make 


Thirdly, The French, within this 60' odd Years, have drove our 


4 Portugal and Italy, and ſeveral other Places; and underſell us in moſt, 
if not all Places Where- ever they come with their Woollen Goods, and 


This being the Caſe, what are we to expect from them, if they con- 
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Wool at Home, wou d be more Advantage to this Nation, than the 0 
Gold Mines of Mexico and Peru are to the King of Spain. $i. 


will become a Drug, and the Legiſlature will be obliged to a/low the 
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I have proeured the Names of the principal Foremen, that are gone 
tories, which are as follows, VIS. John Surman, Arts Maſter of Bride- f 


Paratt, Garter- Weaver, of Bridgewater Square; Daniel Rogers, o! 


People away from their Native Country, ſent for more Looms, Sc. to 


( 10) 


Ap if the Wool is ſtill continued to be Owled Abroad, and. ſent 
them, in leſs than 60 Years more our Woollen Manulacturing Trade 
for Export, will be intirely deſtroy'd and loſt 8 1 
TE Loſs of our Woollen Manufactory for Export being taken for Wil 
granted, if the Owling of Wool be not eflectually prevented: I ſhall 
now endeavour to ſhew the fatal Conſequence that muſt unavo.da- 
bly follow the Loſs and Ruin of this ſo valuable and moſt beneficial 
Branch of our Commerce and Trade; which, if we cou'd keep our 


Firſt, Our Woollen Trade being once loſt and ruin d, 1 * 


Exportation of our Wool to help Trade, if poſſible, as formerly it was | p 
our Caſe: And then our beſt Manufactures will in courſe follow the 
Wool to Foreign Parts to get their Bread, as is the Caſe, at this Time; $ 


171 
IF 


for there are near Thirty of our beſt Artificers lately gone to Denmark j 


- 


over to Copenhagen to ſet up the ſeveral different Sorts of Manulac- 15 


4 


LN 
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* 
* 
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well; Mr. Doncar, Broad Weayer, of Brick-lane, Spittal-fields; Mi. 
Angel Ally, in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, Stuft Weaver; Nathaniel Swanſon, 
Damask and Ruſſel Weaver, of Caſile-ſireet, in the Pariſh of Stepney; 4 b 
Jolm Tate, Stocking- Frame -Knitter, of Long Ally, near Moor fields; 
theſe Foremen have about Five Under-hands each. Theſe People har 
carried I.ooms and Stocking-Frames along with them, with all other 
ſorts of Utenſils to carry on the ſeveral different Branches of the Wool 
len Manufactories. A ſhort time ago, the Perſon that inveighled thoſe 


, 


one Mr. F——, that lives in Angel Ally, in Biſhopſeate-ſtreet. 

TRE King of Denmark, of late Years gives great Encouragement km 
to our Artificers; and the firſt Place that the Woollen Manu.actory 
begun at in Denmark, was at Altena, near Hambrough (Altena belongs 
to the King ot Denmark) by one Mr. John Hudſou, who went trom Wl 


1 or kſu itt, 3 


( 1.) 
Torkſbire; and there began to male Cloth, about Six Years ago; and 
now there is at that Place, above One Hundred Looms; and thoſe that 
are gone over lately, are to ſet up the making of Stuffs and Stockings, 
and Narrow Goods; as Gartering, Cadis and Quality-bindings, and 
have carried their Engines and other Utenſils along with them; and 
ſome Stocking - Frames alſo are gone over, and one Stocking - Frame- 
Maker, and ſeveral Broad Looms to make Calimancoss, Gamblets, 
and di vers other Stuffs. 10421 nein ol.” ir d 38 no 

-Txvs by Encouraging, and conſtantly giving full Employment 
to our Workmen Abroad, the Foreigners will come to the greateſt 
Perfection in the Woollen Manu es; on the contrary, ours at 
Home, for want of good Hands and conſtant Employment, will daily 
decline in their Goodnefs: And the Freuch and others, by their low: 


wages, and hard Living, will be able to ſell their Woollen Goods 


cheaper than we ſhall make them in Euglau tdi. 
By this it ſeems a natural Conſequence, that by reaſon of the Good - 
neſs and Cheapnels of the French, Flemings, &c. Goods, they may 

again be Imported into England, 22. were, Whereby we 


ſhall be reduced to our former State, when we ſent our Wool to the 
Flemings and the French, and took Cloth and Stuffs, Cc. in Return 
from them. This being the Caſe, many Thouſand Manufacturers will 
want Employment; for as all Ranks and Orders of Perſons, becauſe of 


| tlie Scarcenels of Money, and the Charge of the Poor being very great, 
as molt certain it will be, they muſt in courſe buy Yearly fewer Cloaths 


* 
A 


for themſelves and Families; ſo the Clothiers and Maſter Weavers, of 
all the different Branches of Buſineſs, for want of a Demand for their 
Goods, will turn off many Thouſands of their Combers, Spinners, Wea- 
vers, Carders, Throwſters, Doublers, Dyers, Sc. which Manufac- | 
turers being turn d out of Employment, will increaſe the Number of 


chargeable Poor; and conſequently, the vaſt Sums of Money which 


: 8 were Yearly paid to them for Wages, will no longer be diſtributed, 
nor will circulate in the ſeveral Counties of England: Whereby all ſorts 
T% of Trades and Handicrafts,” Gc. as Farmers, 'Graziers, Butchers, Bakers, 


Toallw Chandlers, Grocers, Woollen Drapers, Linnen Drapers} Ha- 
| C 2 berdaſhers ' 


(12) 
berdaſhers, Tanners, Curriers, Feltmongers, Shoemakers, e Malt 
ſters, Brewers, Cornfactors, Alehouſe-keepers, Inn-keepers, Carriers, 


Taylors, Hoſiers, and divers other Employments, with whom the 1 
Artificers and Handicraftſmen did daily deal with for Food and Rai- 


ment, will dwindle and come to nothing. Beſides thoſe Trades and 
Callings that I have named, there are great Numbers of different ſorts 
of Callings and Trades chat do immediatly depend one upon another, 


to fit and prepare the many different ſorts of Goods that are made 3 
with Sheeps Wool, fit for a * Market; that is, from the Sheeps | 


Back, to the Ship that carries thoſe Goods Abroad to the Foreign 
Markets. And here I ſhall ſet down the many different Branches of 


Buſineſs, Trades, Sc. that do occur to my Memory: I ſhall _ en by 


as they appear to me, in an Alphabetical Order. 


A LIST of the * Branches of Buſmeſs that depends upon | ; 


Wool and the Woollen Manufactory, Alphabetical ly argeſied, viz, 


Bobbin-winder Damask of Kitermin- Hat-maker 

Burlers of Cloth ſter, Sc. Hat-dyer 

Bay-maker | Enterer of Chaines, Handle - maker with 

Brand-clippers mn JET Teaſells 

Calender | Farmer or Turnep gro- Hatband and Loop- 

Cloth-ſhearer wer for Sheep maker 

Camblet-maker Fuller, or Tucker Engine Weaver 

Crape-maker Feltmonger Imboſſer of Cloth, &c. 

Cullgeer Finiſher ot Hats Knitters of Stockin gs, 
* Con-drawer | Farmer to raiſe: Woolds SM. 

Clothier : Factor of Yarn, Cc. Landlord, or Setter of 

Carder and Spinner Farmer to raiſe Feaſells Lane 

Doubler Farmer to Breed Sheep Merchants 

Dyer Garter-maker by Hand Maſter Wool-Comber 

Duroy and Sagathy- Grazier Mill d Caps, and Hoſe- 

maker Garter - maker by En- maker 
Duflell-maker gine T Maſter Ships 


Mop- 
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Mop-maker |, + Scribbler Weaver of Broad Cloth 
Marriners, or Sailors Seizer of Chains VL a 


Mounter of h Seamer of Hole _ Sc. 
Looms _ Say maker MWM eaver of Wadding 
Mixer of Wool Shalloon- maker Weaver of Ruggs 1K. 
Pickers of Whol |  Serge-maker mixt. Se. Weaver of Covellitis 
Pickers of 'Peices ol. | Shroud- maker Weaver of Crape 
Calimancoe, Sc. Sigg or Piſs Gatherer Weaver of aa 
Preſſer tor Dyers | Damask, SS. 
Packers -_  -* * Maſter Throwſters Woollen Draper 
Pattern Reader for Tender ot Throwſter- Wool Stapler 
Draught Work „ Mil dn Wool Jobbers . 
Quill-winder Turner of Throwſler- Weaver of Lincies 
Quilter of Petticoats, Mull ſtrip'd, Sc. 1. 
Cc. _ Tainterer, or Setter Waſte, or Thrumb 
8 Ranter Maker  Tamey-Maker an Dealers | 
® Rowers of Cloth  _T urnep-hougher, to Waterer of Cheyneys, 
Shepherd feed Sheep Sc. 4 
1 10 Ur waſher, and Tapeſtry-Maker Weaver of 
i Shearer Undertakers of Burials Yarn or Worlted- 1 5 
i 7 iN ' Sorter of Wool Weaver of Pluſh  ' maker , ; 
"XX Spinner of Worſted, or Wool-winder ' PFoarn, or Worſled, 
8 Gerſey Warper of Chains Dealers To 
© Scowerer of Stuffs, Ta- Weaver of Serge, Shal- Yarn Factors 
mies, Sc. loon, Ge. - 


ls The above Trades and Occupations, are immediately concern'd in 
# the MEER. of Woollen Goods fit for a Foreign Market: 
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Aud 2 ollowing' are more or leſs employ 


[ 


d in the making 1 


ur fome one Branch or other of the Woollen Manufactures, ö | 


_ Calender- maker 
Allom- maker B F 
Archel-maker. Ser 
Anchor Smiths 3 — 
Blackwell - hall Factors Fullen un or 
Barge Men, Cc. Founder for Preſs Plates 
Back-makers Fullers Earth Diggers 
Black Smits | - 5 . ad Sellers of ir 
Bisket Bakers fi r Sea. Glue- makers 
Box or Caſe- maker Glazier _ 
Brick-maker Husband for Ships 
Bricklayer Hurdlemaker torSheep- 
Book-keeper N it 
Brewer for Sea Beer Hat Block- maker 
Broker 5 Indico-makers , ; 
Buckram-makers Engine-Loom- makers 
Bruſh- makers Knitting - necdle- maker 
Carrier Logwood Cutter, Sc. 


Coopers Dry and Wet Lighter Man 


Canvaſs- maker Logwood Grinder and 

Cranage into the Ship, dye Stuff, Cc. 
Sc. Lime Burners 

Charcoal- maker Lime-makers 

Colliers Loom- makers 


Comb Pot or Killen- Malſter for Ship Beer 


maker Mole-maker for Nar- 
Copper Smith for Dy- row Weavers 

ers, Sc. Oilmakers of Rape, Oc. 
Carpenters Pewter Kettle-maker, 
Cock and Boſs- maker for Scarlet Dyers 
Card-maker Pack Needle-maker 


Porters © £2 

Pluſh Wire- maker 

eee perky *. 
Paper- maker 


Pump- maker 


Parſon for Tith Wool 

Preſſing board Paper- 
maker 1 * 

Packthread- maker 


Plumber by 


Ribbon- maker for Tü. 
lets, Sc. 1 
Real- maker 
Reed -maker with Steel 
| Ragg Gatlierer 
Sheer-maker 
Spindle- maker 
Shuttle- maker 
Screw and Nut- maler 
Soap Boiler 9 
Stocking Leg- maker 
Ship Wright 
Stocking Frame- maler 
Scale and Beam-maker 6 


Super Cargoes 
Truet-maker 9 
Tillett- maker 4] 
Turner of Bobbins, &c. 
Warping Mill-maker 
Watermen 4 


Wire Drawer 


Wheel- 
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Wheel-makers for Spin- Woade-makers {or Dy- 4 — ag 
ners . ers Warehouſe- men or 
Woes Comb-makers Warchouſe-keepers oe Cloth, Se. 


S 4 » 4 & 


Ui „nz Reaſon that I have named ſo many kinds of Wester, is to 
17 4 ſhew ſome of the various forts of Weaving, and the Difference there 
WE is between them; and altho' a Man may be brought up to one of thoſe 
Branches of Weaving, yet he cannot turn his Hand to another, no 
more than a Carpenter can to the Buſineſs of a Joiner, or of any other 
Trade; I have named day thoſe which un moſt the one from u 
ocher. 
Bor there is Six Times more "Gnas Gans: &f Sto; Stockings, 
_ Cloth, Sc. made, then I have named Weavers, as you may ſee by the 
L .iſts of Stuffs, Sc. that we do now make; the above Artificers and 
XX Handicrafts, &c. have an immediate: Dependance one upon another, 
and are fo cloſely united each to the other, that ono cannot do with- 
\ & out the other, in the carrying on the Manulacturing of Sheeps Wool. 
Axp here I beg leave to take Notice, that this valuable Creature, 
that bears or grows this Wool, hath ſeveral other peculiar Qualifications 
& which belong to them, and are very uſeful to Mankind, as the Fleſh, 
Hide, Guts, Sc. on which I might enlarge and ſhew the Advantage 
it 1s to Man; but what I would more particularly take Notice of, is 
the Horn that grows upon the Head of this fine Creature, which is 
extraordinary Valuable, it being the only Horn in all the known Work 
to help to make up to the greateſt Perlection that uſeful Inſtrument 
call du a Wool-Comb, which is wed to dreſs or comb the Wool they 
bear on their Backs; this Inſtrument is oblig d to be heated or warmed 
over a ſtrong Charcoal Fire, an notwithſtanding it being conſtantly 


"XX uſed, neither Cracks nor Shrinks from the Wood it is nx d to, but 
„vill laſt many Years : It hath been obſerved that a Pair of thoſe Woal- 
Combs have laſted Ten Years, and ſome ſay more, when all other 

7 Horns will Shrink or Crack in a ſhort Time: But as Providence hath 


© given to the Sheep of tlieſe Iſlands, ſome Excellencies more than the 


ſame 
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Cirrie Crtatures'has in other Nations, ſuch as the Len gth, Fineneſs and 
Strength of their Wool, and peculiar Goodneſs of their Horns. 
How ought we to prize and value the Bleſſing, and take care and 
preſerve the whole and ſole Manufacturing them for ourſelves; but 
it we ſuffer theſe to be loſt; and our Rivals to become Maſters of them, 
all the above Trades, Handicrafts, Manufactures, Callings and Buſineſs, 
will and muſt ſuffer. N. An 12086” f 199919 
Ax as thoſe Handicrafts, Sc. are moſt of them Tenants to Gen- 
tlemen who have Eſtates, be leſs: able to pay their Landlords their 


— 


Rents, for ſo many will be ſtarving for want of -Buſineſs, that thoſe | 


few who have Employment will be tax'd, to help Feed and Cloath 
thoſe that want Employment; which will at laſt Saddle the Back of 
the Landlords: This demonſtrates, that the Landlords muſt be the chief 


Sufferers at laſt, by the Decay of ſo valuable a Branch of Trade as the 
whole Woollen Manufactury; and therefore ought to be the Firſt, to 
hy their Help to endeavour to ſtop this vile Practice of Owling of our 
Wool from G7eat-Britain and Treland, before it be too late; as on the 


contrary, when this Branch of our Commerce flouriſheth, all other 
Trades flouriſh alſo; whereby the Landlords have their Rents well and 


.duly paid, and be great Gainers by the Riſe of the Rents, and the Va- 


r 5 | 
Secondly, For by Trading to ſome Countries with our Woollen Ma- 
nufactories, we bring Home in Exchange for them, ſeveral ſorts of va- 
able Things, which we want for our own Uſe and Conſumption, and 
gain a great. Ballance thereby, which is paid to us in Ready Specie. 
Bur by the Loſs of Exporting our Woollen Goods, we ſhall be o- 


for their Wines, Brandy, Cambricks, Hollands, Threads, c. to the 


72 blig'd to purchaſe thoſe Commodities with Ready- Money; which is al- N 
ready our Caſe with France, for we pay the French all Ready-Moneß 


Amount of 60, 00 J. a Year and upwards ; and there is no doubt | 


to be made, but the Flemings have Money paid on the Ballance Yearly | 


for their Linnens, Lace, Tickings, Threads, Cambricks, Sc. ſince 


that time as they have ſet up ſo many Looms to make Stuffs, Stock- 
1ngs, Sc. by the Help of our Wool; as I ſhall plainly make appear 
| when 
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when 1 come to ſhew the many Towns that they have within a few 


Years ſet up the Woollen Manufactories at. 


Thirdly, It when our Woollen Manufactoring Trade is ruined, we 
ſhould take from other Nations no more Commodities to be commer- 
ced with, or Materials to be wrought up into Manufactories for our 
Home Conſumption and to re-export, than what we could purchaſe 
with our own unwrought Wool, or other Native Produce, and what 
we Import from our own Plantations ; it is evident that our Duties of 
Imports muſt prove Deficient, and our Traſfick decay. But if we 
ſhould (till Import as great a Quantity of Commodities or Materials, as 


& when we commerced with our Woollen Manufactories at Foreign Mar- 


ketF; is is undeniable, that we muſt purchaſe with our Money ſo much, 


and ſo many, of thoſe Commodities and Materials as we took before, 
& when we barter'd for thoſe Goods; therefore if we ſhould Trade upon 
this Foot, with all the Nations in Europe; the Conſequence will be, 
that we ſoon thall be Beggars, and that we muſt ſo Trade with other 
Countries, is very plain, Lecauſe they would not take off from our Hands 
more ot our re-exported Commodities and Materials, than they uſed to 
do: And theretore we could not, in the room of tuch Commodities, 
Sc. purchaſe irom them more Goods than at preſent ; therefore we 
& ſhould carry on Yearly, a great Trade, but daily grow poorer and 


poorer, and we Trade pretty ncar upon this Footing with the French 


already; tor the French will not take any ſorts of Manutactories from 
us, but choſe Goods that they do vouchſale to take from us, are ſuch 


as are capaule or being manu actored, or ſuch as they cannot conve- 
niently Le without; wich are, Leaf Tobacco, Leather, Beef, Butter, 


and Raw Hides, che three laſt forts or Goods, goes from Ireland 


moſtly ; and very oiten they have ſome Wool in the fame Veſſel that 
carries the Butter, Beeh and Raw Hides to France. I have myſelf 

ſeen Wool landed at Dunkirk out o. one ot thole Ships. | 
I Have hen, n as plain a manner as I am capavle; and, I think, 

made appear the Auvaniageve have alove all Nations in Europe b 
our Wool, particularly our Deep Combing Wool; alſo have thew'd 
the Diuadvancage ic is t Creat-Hritain in general, to have our Wool 
| D _ Owled 


of Goods that are now made at each Place, and what Priviledges are 


Miles from Calis, where Lewis the XIV th firſt encouraged the making 
of fine Broad Cloth; this he did by advancing 40, ooo Li vers to one 


as Mynheer Van Nobis was a Proteſtant, as a further Encouragement, 
the ung granted him a Patent renewable every 20 Years for the free 
Ex 


and all the People that did then, or ſhould hereafter work in any Branch 


flant. And as a further Proot of the Sincerity and Affection that the 
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Owled abroad; and how it would affect all Sorts and Degrees of Per- 
ſons, from the King to the meaneſt Peaſant. | | $ 

I' SHALL now proceed to give an Account, in as impartial a Man- 
ner as poſlible T am capable, in what Parts of France, Flanders and 
Holland, &c. the Woollen Manufactories are carried on, by the help i 
of the Wool of Great-Britain and Ireland, ſhewing the different ſorts 


given to the Woollen Fabricks in thoſe Countries. 4 4 
Ars o what Prohibitions and Reſtrictions are laid upon the Britiſo 
Woollen Goods that are Exported abroad, in order to encourage their 
own, and drive, if poſſible, our Woollen Manufactories out of thoſe 
Parts. | 

I SHALL begin with Abbaville in Picardy, in France, and ſo pro- 
ceed into Artois, French, Spaniſh and Brabants, Flanders, N 
Zelaud, Holland, &c. and ſhall thew my Countrymen how the Manu- | L 
factories at each Place are upheld and ſupported by the help of our 
_ 1 

Abbaville is a large old Town in Picardy, in France, about 99 


Mynheer Van Nobis, a Hollander; the King gave him alſo a fine Houſe 
to live and drive his Trade in, and granted him a Patent tor the whole 
and ſole making of Superfine Broad Cloth in that Part of France; and 


Uſe an erciſe of the Proteſtant Religion, tor Himſelf and Family; 
of the Woollen Fabricks in this Town of Abbaville, Sc. alſo, that if 
any Woman that was a Roman Catholich, ſhould have a mind to marry 
a Proteſtant that belonged to this Manufactory, ſhe ſhould be at her 
own diſpoſing, and the Prieſt ſhould in no ways moleſt her in her 
Marriage, as to Points of Religion, if ſhe hath a mind to turn Prote- © 


King had to encourage this ſame Manufactory, he wore ſome of the 
| firſt 
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firſt Cloth that was made himſelf, and ordered all the Court to do the 
fame: All thoſe Priviledges are kept up, and punctually obſerved: to 
this Day, and the Factory is now carried on by Three Partners, that 
are Nephews to old Van Robis, who firſt begun the Factory, and are 
of the ſame Name as their Uncle; they all keep their Coaches, Ge. 
and live in a very grand Manner at this Factory; there is nothing but 
= ſuperfine Broad Cloth made, and they uſe no Wool but Spaniſb im it. 
The Place the Factory is carried on in, is a large fine Place walled in, 
and lieth cloſe by a Navigable River, which is not above 10 Miles from 
== St. YValory, a ſmall Sea Port Town in this Place: They carry on all 
the Branches of the Clothing Trade, except the Fulling of the Cloth, 
aud the Spinning of the Wool. There are 108 Broad Looms, and a- 
bout 600 Men, Women, and Children employ'd upon the Spot, in pick- 
ing of Wool, Winding, Warping, Weaving, Shearing, Rowing, Dying, 
HBurling, Scribbling, Fine-Drawing, Preſſing, Packing, Sc. Thoſe 600 
X Perſons are governed in good order: They all come to work, and leave 
= work, at the Beating of a Drum: There is alſo two Porters, or Beadles 
10 at the Gate of the Entrance into the Place, where the Work- Shops are; 
an l if a Stranger comes to ſee the different Offices and Work-Shops, 
one of thoſe Porters goes along with them, and ſhews them all the 
Apartments that belongs to this fine Manufactory, and dare not ask 
for Money, as the Cuſtom is in England, amongſt thoſe Trades: And 
if any of the Workmen get drunk, or commit any Offence, he is ſu- 
ſpended his Work by the Foreman of the Branch he belongs to, during 
the Pleaſure of the Foreman, not exceeding a Month's time: For every 
Branch of Buſineſs hath different Foremen, and they do act, in all re- 
ſpects, as the real Maſter and Owner of the Goods. 

= On: Cole, that went from London, was the firſt Man that taught 
them to dye proper Colours to make Mixtures of Wool, as we do in 
England, to make into Cloth; thus Cloth hath met with ſuch Encou- 
ragement, that it hath inriched the Van Robis's Family, that upon 
*X Publick Days they appear in their Coach and Six Horſes, and Six 
XX Footmen behind the Coach, as Grand as any Peers in France « they 
have Entertain d many of the Nobility and Gentlemen of England at 
W D 2 their 


. 
their Table, as they paſſed by, it being in the Road to Paris, from 
Calis; this being the greateſt Fabrick oi this kind in Europe, leads 
every curious Traveller that paſſeth through Abbaville, to call and tee 
it: T have been the more large in the kelation ot this Fabrick lor 
two Reaſons: | 

Firſt,, It being the greateſt T ever ſaw in all my Travels, and is 
governed in ſo curious a Manner, notwithſtanding the Largenels 
of it. | | 
Secondly, To ſhew my Countrymen, that there is none but Spaniſh 
Wool uſed in this Fabrick, becauſe I know that ſome Gentlemen who 
have been at this Fabrick, have aſſerted, That the Cloth made there, 
is mix'd with Eugliſb or Iriſb Woot, and this hatch pals'd currant in 
England for a Fact: But as I have otten been there, and converſed 
| with the Foremen, I am convinced to the contrary; and I am of the 
'7 Opinion, it is tor want of knowing the Difference berween Spaniſh and 


Engliſb, and Iriſh Wool, that ſome Perſons have aflerted, That there | 


| 
| 


is Wool from Great-Britain, &c. uſed in making ot thoſe fine thin 
Cloths which are made in this Houle. 
Bur tho there is none of our ¶ ool uſed in this Fabrick, there is too much 
uſed in the Town of Abbaville: For this Fabrick being crown d with ſuch 
reat Succeſs, led other People to fall into the way ot making other different 
forts of Woollen Goods. Some of Van Robis's Men fell to making ſeveral 
ſorts of Stuffs, as Paragons, Serge Royal, Druggets, Shalloons, Cloth 
Serge, Sc. thoſe Goods are chiefly made of Eugliſb or Iriſh Wool. I 
believe there is above 1000 Looms going in this Town on Paragons, 
beſides a great many more are employed in the making of Druggets, 
Serge, Cloth Serge, Sc. Thoſe Goods. are chiefly ſent to Spain, Por- 
tugal and Italy, and are fold for Eugliſb Goods. I have been told by 
a Manufacturer of this Town, that he hath known an Eugliſb Ship 
lie in St. Valery Road, while they have ſent a Boat up to Abbaville, 
which is near 4 Leagues, to etch down Bales of Woollen Manulacto- 
ries, and have ſhippd them on board the Exg/ih Veſſel, and carried 
them to Foreign Markets, ior Eugliſh Goods; the Bales being mark d 
and number d, as it they was mark d in England, are fold amongſt our 
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= Z:2/i/þ Goods: If T am not much miſtaken, we are very much obliged 
to our Exgliſb Merchants, to buy French Goods to carry to the Fo- 
WT reign Markets, while our own Goods lle upon our Hands! But if I had 
tube Favour to know one of thoſe Gentlemen, and ſhould ask them the 
Reaſon that they buy French Goods, and ſhip them with our Goods 
to be carried to Foreign Markets? I know that they will give for An- 
poer, That they can buy Paragons, Druggets,. Sc. cheaper at Abba- 
ville, than in England, which 1 know to be true. And the reaſon that 
WE Goods are to be bought cheaper in France than in England, is, becauſe 
= the Labour is above one Third cheaper there, than.in:England, where 
= th: fame ſorts of Goods are made; for there tlie poor People work hard, 
Wand tare hard, as to their Food and Cloathing. There is another 
pretty large Manuiactory carry d on in this Town by Four Partners, 
to Duck and two Frenchmen; the Dutchmens Names are Schalone, 
Xu hoſe Father was Lan Robes's firſt Foreman, when he ſet up this fine 
Fabrick, that T have gave ſome account of, which was ſet. up in Læwię 


35 
4 
* 


Ja great deal or Diſcourſe with him: And. I remember one Day, as I 


to the old Man, and there was a Paragraph in it, That the Manufac- 
turers of Great Britain had apply'd to Parliament, to get an Act to 
op the Running of Woot to France, &c. Upon the old Man's hear- 
ing of that read, ſaid, That he had remember'd that there had been 
petitions of that Kind, for more than Fifty Years ; and ſaid, Let them 


enough. 


Fat Abbawille, and tend them to the Foreign Markets with our Moollen 
oO oods, would not ſtop at ſending them our Mool, if it lay in their 
poyuer, it they do not do it at this Time; however, that I muſt leave 
to themſelves. This Fabrick of the Schalonees is carried on with good 
Success; the ſorts of Goods that they make, are Serge Royals, Drug- 
gets, and ſome tew Shalloons and Cloth Serge; theſe Goods are made 


the XIVrh's Time; the old Gentleman was alive in 1732, when I had 


was talking with him, the Paris Gazette was brought in, and read 


Mopetition, and make what Laws they will in England, if we can 
find French Gold, I am ſure we ſhall have Eugliſb and Jriſ Wool 


AND it is my Opinion, that thoſe Merchants that buy thoſe Goods 
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moſtly with 7; and Engliſh Wool: They have ſeveral Work- Shops 
in the Town; they cant me to one of the Comb-Shops, where there 
were 7 or 8 Men at work upon all Exgliſb or Iriſh Wool, I comb d a 
Combful of it myſelf: They alſo ihew'd me their Stock of Wool, Tary, 7 
Morſted, and Goods wrought up, which was very large; I believe i 
there was at leaſt Ten Thouſand Pound Stock, wrought and unwrought; Wl 
I brought ſeveral of their Patterns away with me, ſome Serge and 
and ſome Druggets ; the Serge is the fineſt T ever faw : I ſhew'd them Wl 
to ſome of the beſt Judges of Serge in England, who declared that 
they had never ſeen any like them, tor Fineneſs and for Beauty, made 
in Eugland. I told you before, that Van Robis had a Patent for the Wi 
fole making of Superfine Broad Cloth, with other Advantages be- 
ſides ; one of which was, That no Perſon in that Place ſhall uſe, o 
occupy any Fulling-Mill, that goeth either by Wind or Water. So that 
when this Factory was ſet up by the Schalonees, they were obliged to 
have a Mill to go with Horſes, which they call a Gigg-Mill, and is 
one of the beſt Contrivances that ever I ſaw for that Purpoſe, for it 
fulls the Goods to Perfection. g 
WEN I was at Abbaville laſt, which was a little above ſix Months 
ago, I found that theſe Four Partners had advanced their Trade; and 
Mr. Daniel $halone told me, That they had Goods then in Italy and M- 
ſma, but was obliged to take off the Town Mark before they ſent them 
abroad, and fo ſup them on board ſome Eugliſb Veſſel; this he faid 
they did, becauſe there was a large Duty on . Woollen Goods in 
thoſe Parts; but that they had applied to the Cardinal De Fleury to 
get that taken off, which he promiſed that he would, and in a ſhort Time 
procure them the Liberty of ſending the French Woollen Goods to 
{taly, &c. Duty- free; for that there is now a large Duty on the 
French Woollen Manufactory, even almoſt to a Prohibition; and that 
they could not ſend any Goods thither, but under the Notion of - 
lifh Manufaffories : But the Engliſh being kind Neighbours, do the 
French that Piece of Service, to carry their Goods for them to other YG 
Markets, where the French cannot go themſelves : Theſe are Tue 


£ritons to be ſure, and have a great Value for their Native Country ! i; 
| Ar 
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= Ar the ſame time, I was at another Merchants Houſe, where 
WT they were all hands at Work, in packing Woollen Manu actories to be 
= ſhip'd on board an Eugliſb Ship that they expected every Day to come 
into St. Valery Road; this the Maſter told me, and I taw the Goods 

= they were a packing: There were a great many Bales, and were 

WEmark'd with Eugliſb Marks and Numbers. I alſo ſaw ſome Vriſb Wor- 
aed at Mr. Schalone s, that they had got to make Shalloons with; TI 
brought two Skeins of it away along with me. The Price of Eugliſb 
and ri Combing Wool, was about Ten Pence Eugliſb Money, a 
pound; and ſome that was deep and a long fine Staple, was Ten Pence 
 EHalipenny per Pound. Of late Years they have got the Way of ma- 
ing good Hole at this Town in Frames, which on chiefly conſume 

Fmongſt themſelves: I do not doubt but in a ſhort Time, this Branch 
of the Manufactory will find the Way to Foreign Markets, along with 
the other Goods, it they continue to have our Wool: As to the Method 
they have in mixing and managing of our. Woot with their own Wood, 

s as follows In the fineſt Serge Druggets, Cc. they put none of their 
en Country Woot; but in the ſecond ſort of Goods, they mix one 
bird of theirs, with tuo Thirds of ours; and fo in Proportion, as 
hey wou'd have. their Goods coarſer, or finer; for in ſome Goods 

hey mix tuo thirds of their own, with a third of our Wool; for 
ich their own o alone, they can only make coarſe Cloth, Cloth 
erge, Hatts, Hoſe, Sc. for the poor People of their own Country. 
== 1 was told by a Manufacturer of this Town, that he had received 
advice, That there was forty or fifty Thouſand Weight of my Country 
ol landed at Nants, and that he was to have Part of it. And as near 
I could learn, there are about 300 Wool-Combers in this Town, and a 
treat deal of the Moo combed here, is ſent to Amiens, to be ſpun into 
mall Yarn or Worſted ; it being the beſt Place in this Country for 
ine good Spinning, 1 | 
Amiens is in Picardy, and is a large City, about 10 Leagues from 
„llbaville; at this Place is made a great many forts of Silk and Wor- 
ted Stu, in Imitation of Norwich Crapes, Bombazines, Spaniſh Pop- 
uns; and ſeveral ſorts of flower d, ſpotted, ſtript and plain Stuffs, mix d 
with 
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witli Silk and Worſted, Sc. which are the principal ſorts of Goods 
that are made in this City; thoſe Goods are generally mix d with our 
Mool, and their own Wool together: But the tineſt ſort is made of all 
either Eugliſb or Iriſh Woel, mix d with Silk, Mohair, Sc. They al- 
ſo comb eur Woot alone in this City, and have it ſpun into Worſted 
Varn, Sc. and ſend it to Tournay, Bruſſels, and other Places, with which 
is made the fineſt of Tapeſtries and Silk Stuffs. They have in this 
Town ſome Thouſands of Lombs employ d in making the ſeveral forts 
of Silk and Worſted Stuffs ; and when dreſs'd and finiſh'd, they are 
all ſent over to France, Flanders and Holland; and ſome ot them are 
ſent to Spain, Portugal, &c. As to Labour, it is above one Third 
cheaper in this Town, than it is in Norwich, London, &c. where the 
fame Sortment of Goods is made ; they make their Goods tull Breadths, 
let them be Hali-Yard, Halt-Ell, Three Quarters, or Yard-wide : And 
alſo make them thicker than we do in England, which makes them in 
greater Eſteem in the Low Countries, &c. than the Eugliſb Goods; 
which makes this Manufactory daily increaſe. 
Ar Monaidire in Picardy, about 8 Leagues from Amiens, within 
theſe Two Tears, there is a Factory ſet up by Monſieur Ghavilan, the 
Intendant of Picardy. In this Factory they make Shaloons and Cloth 
Serge: This being a new Fabrick, I ſhall not enlarge upon it; only 
obſerve, that as the Trade of the Moollen Manuufactory increaſeth at one 
Place, they extend it to another, by giving Encouragement to thoſe 
that will engage init. I know an Eugliſbman that was offered 40,000 
Livres, as a Stock to carry on the Trade at this Place, by the Perſon that 
had the Management of thoſe Affairs, beſides all the Priviledges that 
the Woollen Manufacturers enjoy at Abaville. By this you may lee, 
how zealous the French are to promote and ſupport the carrying on 
theſe new Woollen Fabricks in their own Country, when at the tame 
time they cannot carry on thoſe old ones, it they were not furniſhed with 
Triſh and Engliſh Wool : For the Wool of this Part of France, is fit only 
to make coarſe Cloth, Cloth Serge, Druggets, Hoſe, Hatts, &c. 
which will ſerve for the poor Peaſants : But now they have our oo 
they make Goods fit for a Prince's Palace. Abbaville, Amiens and 
| Mondidire 
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8 Mondidire, being the principal Towns in France, where the Woolen 
Manufattory tor Stuffs, Stockings, Sc. are carried on. 8 
IWII I now proceed in my Journey through Flanders, &c. I ſhall 

begin at St. Omer. St. Omer is a large Town, Twenty Miles from 

_—_ 2:44, and about the ſame Diſtance from Calis, and is in the Pro- 

WE vince of Artois. At this Place there is a Manufactory of Cloth, Drug- 

gets, Duroys, Sagathies, Shalloons and Stockings; the Cloth Factory 

Wis carried on by the Town Stock, and is increasd within 7 Years, 
double to what it was before. The Maſter of this Factory's Name is 

Xr. Robiare, who lately bought a large Parcel of Triſh Woot of one 

Mr. Obrien, an Iriſbman that was landed at Dunkirk; one of his 

Weavers, an Jriſpman, whoſe Name is Richard Dally, gave me an 

ccount of the ſame. There are in this Town 350 Looms employ'd 

In the making ſeveral forts of theſe Goods, beſides a great many Stock- 

Wng-Frames; they make their Hoſe very good, ſome are made of all 

n 00), and ſome are mix d with about half their own Nan and half 

pur Hoo}; they ſell thoſe by the Name of Exgliſb Hoſe. In the Year 

735, I was at Newport in Flanders, and an pp __ want- 

Wng a Pair of Hoſe, got me to go along with hum to a Shop to buy 

hem; and when we came into the Shop, they perceiv'd that we were 

gliſimen; and fo ſhew'd us ſome Eugliſb Hole, as they call'd them. 
= knowing by the Make of them, that they were not made in Englad, 
auſed me to ask, Where thoſe Hoſe were made? To which the Shop- 
eeper reply d, That they were made at St. Omer, and that he would 

Wſure me, that they were made of all Eugliſb Woot; they were good 

Woſe, but were made heavier than we generally make them in E- 

land: But the Clocks not quite ſo curious, as of ours are. 

Ax St. Omer; in the making of their Duroys, Sagathies, Druggets 

Ind Serges, they mix about one Third of our Wool, and two Thirds 

Bt their own Woo, and make their Goods much ſtronger and heavier, - 

an we do our Goods of the fame kind in Exg/and; which makes them 

uch eſteem'd in that Country, | 

lx making their Broad Cloth, they make them fine, m'ddling and 

Woarle, the fine Cloth is made all of 2 Wool; the ſecond is about 
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half Eugliſb and half their own Country Mol; and the coarſe is mat 
of all their ow oo; which laſt tort is wore by the Poor of the Neigh. 
bourhood. Proviſion is very cheap at this Town, and Labour clicay 
in Proportion. Wages is much the ſame Price here, as at Abbavill, 
if any thing, it is a little cheaper in the Spinning: They take the ſans 
Methods to keep Labour low, Sc. as they do at Lie. I was in tie 
Factory which is carried on by the Town Stock: It is in a large Houſe 
built tor that Purpole ; there I ſaw Richard Dally, an Irifhman, if 
weaving of Broad Cloth, and had a Boy that was Apprentice to hin 
that work d with him in the ſame Loom: This the Magiſtrates do al 
low to the Journeymen, to encourage and promote the Encreaſe oi 
the Manufacturers. | 
'Txx next Places to St. Omer, where the WooRen Manufattory i; 
carried on, is at St. Paul and Frage, which are about 20 Miles fran 
St. Omer, in the Province of Artais: Thoſe two Towns lie near one 
another, and are about 7 or 8 Miles on the right Hand as we pals tron 
St. Omer to Ayer, Bethune, &c. and fo to Liffe. But as thoſe Pe- 
ple of Fruge and St. Paul are principally employ'd by the Merchant 
of Zifle, in Combing, Spinning, Dubbling and Twiſting ot Worſte 
and in making it fit for the Weaver and the Stocking-maker, I (hal 
fay no more about them here; but proceed to Ze. 4 
Liſte is a large well fortifiy d Town in French Flanders; and is 1 
this time in the Hands of the French King. At this Toun they ma 
ſome Broad and Narrow Cloth, and a tew Druggets: But the principal 
Aſſortments of Goods that are made here, are divers ſorts of Stuffs ani 
Stockings, of which they make large Quantities. There are near 100 
Loomis employ'd in making of Camblets, ſome Zxg/z/b Ell-wide, ani 
Some Three Quarters of a Yard wide, all made ot Exg/; or hi 
Wool; and a much greater Number with mix d aol, in making th 
{ame ſorts of Goods. Beſides, there are a great many Hundred Loon 
at work in the making of Calimancoes, Figur d, Strip'd and Plain, and 
{everal ſorts of Worſted Stuffs, as Cambletees, Sattenets, Purnelloes 
Plain, ſtrip'd and ſpotted Stuffs, Sc. with ſome Stuffs that are ma 
with Silk, Mohair, Sc. There are alſo a great many Stockings and 
| Capi 
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Caps made here, both knit and weaved. This Branch is mucli encreas'd 
within a few Years; for about 12 Years ago, there were not above 
10 or 12 Frames in this Town; and now there are near 200 at Worſt, 
and one half of thoſe Frames are employ d in making Hoſe, and Caps, 
of all Erg/i/Þ and 1riſb Woot; and are fold in all the Shops for ſuch: 
rne other Frames are employ'd in the making Hoſe and Caps, with 
bout half their owa Wool, and half ow Woot. The firſt Man that put 
them in the way to make fine Hoſe, was one Abraham Thomas, t 
ent from Biſbopſgate-ſtreet, to learn them this Art. There are no 
gliſbmen at wok in this Town now, and but one FViſbmam, whole 
Name is Sroctin, and is a Stocking-maker: They comb a great deal of 
4 in this Town, but fend more to St. Paui and H 

near 40 Miles Diſtance from Liſſe; they ſend this Mool in the ruth 


FA eaver and Stocking-maker. I have ſeen at thoſe Places, great Quan» 
Witics of Worſted made fit and ready for the Merchants of Lie: Thoſs 
erchants at Tourcoin alſo, have a great deal of Worſted ſpun, Gr. 
W017 coin is about 12 Miles from Life, and is a very large Town for 


the Name of Engliſh Woot, L had the Top of the Wool in my Hand: 


Wcturcr at Life, told me, That in all the Calimancoes and Camblets 
cy make, ihe uſed more or leſs Exg/i/h Wool, and could not do with- 
ut our #0]; in ſome half, and in ſome two Thirds of eur Wool. I 
= ſ{cveral Pieces, ſome Scarlet, Blue, and ſome White, which were 
rr the Spaniſb and Portugal Trade. | | 
uk reaion that the Lie Merchants fend their Moo to St. Paul, 
ge, Tourcoin, &c. to be comb'd, ſpun, doubled, and twiſted, is, 


e Whole, Labour is cheaper here by 30 per Cent. at leaſt, than it is 
any Part of England, where the fame forts of Goods are made; as 
nden and Norwich, for Camblets, Calimancoes, Crapes, and Silk 
Wd Worſted Stuffs, Sc. and London, Leiceſter, Darby and Notting- 
, for making Hole. E 2 TAE 


„&c. which 
have it comb d, ſpun, doubled and twiſted, and made fit for the 


ombing and Spinning: J have ſeen a Perſon of TJourcoin bring a Sam- 
le ot Comb d Mool, and offered it to Sale to a Stocking - maker of Lite, 


ad at the fame time, one Madam Di ſlobbes, that is a great Manu 


aauſe Labour is cheaper at thoſe Places, than at Lie: And upon 
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Tux poor People live hard at thoſe Places, their chief Diet i; 
Bread, Fruit, Herbs and Roots, with a little dry'd Fiſh: As for Fleſh, 
they eat very little. The Magiſtrates take care that the Farmers and 
Foreſtallers of Markets ſhall not fell the Cora at Market to make Bread 
dear, in order to pinch the Poor Manufacturers. In order to prevent 
this Evil, the Magiſtrates have built a Store Houſe in a convenient Wi 
Part of the Town, Ten Stories high; in the Upper Rooms of it, they Wi 
lay Wheat, Rye and Barley; and in the Cellars they lay Wine, Ol 
and Brandy: Thoſe Goods are bought up when they are cheap, and 
ſo ſoon as the Markets are ſhort, and Goods begin to riſe in the Price, Wi 
then the Store Houle is opened for the Poor, that they may buy wha Wl 
they have occaſion for, at the old Market Price. This Store-Houſ 
5 built ſince the Woollen Manufactory hath fo. encreaſed in thi WM 
own, in order to ſupport that Fabrick, which is a great Encourage. Wi 
ment to the Manufacturers, and a Means to keep Labour low; all o- 
ther Things that are needful for the Poor are alſo cheap in Proportion, 
as Candles, Soap, Oil, Sc. | | 5 | 
Tuer have all the proper Methods imaginable, to help their Fac. 
turers; they allow their poor Journeymen that work in their ow 
Houſes, to take Apprentices; and none are taken above 2 or 3 Year 
at moſt, and then the Boys may work for others if they pleaſe; andi 
if a Boy has learn d his Trade well, his Maſter that he worked for, 
i give him-Eighteen-pence or two Shillings a Week, according toll 
his Merit he is paid; for that is the Method at this Place, to agre:ii 
with them for Weekly Wages. I know an Vriſb Stocking-maker of 
this Town took an Apprentice of near 20 Years. old, who before hi 
had been Six Months at the Trade, ſet up to make Goods for himſeli;M 
by this Method, giving Liberty to thoſe Boys to have a Right to tie 
Trade for one, two or three Years Service, they have always Hand 
enough at their command to ſupply their Factories; and this makes then 
that have a good Place of Work, take all the care imaginable to pleat 
their Maſters, that they may keep in Work. For it is at this Town 
as at Abbaville; no Man will employ another Man's Servant, without 
2 good Recommendation. from his tormer Maſter. There is a great 
__ 
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many Camblets, Calimancoes, Stuffs, Stockings, Ec. that are made 
within a few Miles of this Town, which are brought and told co the 


Merchants, which are dy'd, dreſs d, preſs d and pack d here; and then 


ſent to Spain, Portugal and Italy: Nay in every Town in Jrance, 
Flanders, Holland, and in the German Dominions, you will find 
Liſte Stuffs, &c. they make all their Goods full Breadth, whether 
Half Yard, three Quarters Yard, or Yard a Quarter wide, and fill them 
well with Shoote and Warpe, which are heavier and thicker in 
Proportion, than we make our Goods of the fame Quality, which 
makes the Foreigners eſteem them better than ours; there is hardly a 
Day in the Year, but you may ſee Carriages. bringing of Wool or Wool 
len Goods to and from: this famous Trading Town of Lie. 
TAE Magiſtrates of this Town, as a further Encouragement to the 
Woollen Manufacturers, obtained a Grant from the King of France, to 
prohibit the Wear of India Calicoes, or Linnens, Cottons, Sc. that 
was Printed, Painted; Stain d, or. Dyed: And a Proclamation: was 
iſſued out accordingly, to prevent. the. Wearing: or Selling any of the: 
above Goods, or in any Part of French Flanders. This Proclamation: 
was iſſued out May the 6th, 1736, and gave but three Weeks time 
to the Merchants and Shopkeepers to vend their Goods; and now 
there is none of thoſe Goods to be ſeen in any of thoſe Towns in all 
French Flanders, &c. This Law. was in: France before, but did not 
extend to French Flauders: And now is punctually kept and obſerved. 
throughout the French King's Dominions, I cou'd with, for the ſake 
of the Woollen Manufactory of this Kingdom, that we. had a. Law 
made, to. prohibit the Wear of thoſe ſorts. of Goods in Great Britain 
and Ireland; and that as juſtly obſerved. and kept: Notwithſtanding. 
this Law in France that prohibits the Wear of thoſe: printed Calicoes, . . 
Sc. the King oi France hath an India Company in his Country, but 
all that he looks over, to ſupport the Woollen Manufactory of his 
own IJerritories. I brought with me ſeveral Patterns of their. Cali- 
mancoes, Camł lets, Stutts and Stockings; which I have now. by me. 
ABOUT 7 X ears ago, a Merchant that lived in Goodman's-Fields per- 
ſuaded one George Gwin to go to Life, to teach the French to caſt. 
and 
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went to Liſſe to perſuade him to returu to 
the French that Art; at firſt he ſeem d to comp 


him to ſtay; and ſome time after I apply d to the Board of Trade, to 
have ſome Iron that was caſt at the Bank- ſide, Southwark, ſtop'd 
from going Abroad to Mr. Gwzz ; and altho J attended a great many 
times at the Board of Trade, and the Cuſtom-houſe, I could not pre- 
vent thoſe Pieces of Iron being ſent Abroad. This Tron was to help 
to make another Engine, that was to be ſent to Tholone. I having 


had a great deal or Trouble to get 'Gwin to England, and to ſtop, it 
poiſible, this Caſt Iron irom going Abroad; but all was unſucceſstul. 


Then J apply d to a certain Honouralle Gentleman, to have him Re- 
call d; who was pleaſed to comply with my Requeſt, and wrote over 
immediately to my Lord Waldegrave, which is the King or Great- 
Britain's. Ambaſſador at Faris; who immediately ſent an Order to 
Mr. George Gwin at Life, by the Hands oi Mr. /——s, the Meſ- 
ſenger, and the Purport ot this Order was, © That GW: ſhould imme- 
c diately return to Great Britain, his Native Country, or he ſhould be 
& declared an Alien, Sc. as the Law in that Cale directs.” Upon Gin 
receiving of this Leter, he immediately return d ro London, his old 
Place of Abode ; ſo that the Rolls that were deſigned tor Tholone, 
were never finiſhed, neither had the French learned how to caſt them, 
and cut the Figures on the Rolls, Sc. But ſince, the Liſe Merchants 
have had thoſe Rolls, Sc. finiſhed, they have made, dyed, and wa- 
* tered a great many Cheyneys and Harrateens, both to ſerve them- 
ſelves and other Countries, that we had uſed to ſerve. But I do 
humbly: Hope, when this Engine is wore out, no Man from Great 
Britain will go over to make them another, 

Tourcoin' is a large Country Market Town, about 3 Leagues from 
Liſte, and is in the Hands of the French King, and fo is call d French 
Flanders. This Town is well ſtord with the Woollen Manufactory, 
there being many Thouſand Hands employ'd in tne Combing, Spin- 


and cut the Braſs Rolls, and make the other Parts of an Engine, to 
Water Harrateens and Cheneys withal. And when J heard of it, T 
England, and not to teach 
ly, and told me he 
would return in a ſhort time: But when I lett him, they ſtill perſuaded: 
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ning; fc. and the greater Part of the Wool that is wrought up here, is 
either 1ri/þ or Engliſh; and great Part of it is brought to this Place 
by the way of Holland. I was at this Town in October, 1736, when 
I bought a Sample ot Worſted, which is ſome ot the belt Spinn.ng I ever 
faw in my Lite, I bought it by the Name of Exgliſb Worſted, it being 
made of all dur Wool. The Reaſon that whatſoever Goods are fold in 
thoſe Parts tor Eugliſb Goods, tho made on the Spot, is, becaufe the 
Engliſh Manufacturers formerly had the Character of making the beſt 
of Goods; and would we keep our Wool at home, we ſtill ſhould bear 
the Bell away; for this Worſted that is made and fold here by the 
Name of Engliſh Worſted, bears a better Price, by 40 French Pence a 
Pound, than any Worſted they do or can make & their own Coun 
Wool; Forty French Pence, is about Twenty Pence Engl - They 
ſend this fine Eugliſb Worlted, as they call it, to Paris, Liſte, Ho 
land, Flanders, &c. I have been at this Town, when the Roads were 
very bad from this Place to Conrtray, where the Waggons come from 
Ghent to meet the Waggons from this Place, but the Roads was ſo bad 
that the Carriages could not paſs croſs the Country, to carry the Yarn 
that was ſpun here to Courtrey, and bring from thence Wool, as their 
Cuſtom is conſtantly every Week: The People of this Town were fo 
careful of their Maſter's Trade, becauſe the Waggons from Courtrey 
ſhould not go away empty, hired Men, and put the Yarn upon large 
Wheel-barrows, and had them drawn along a Foot Canſeway that is 
pav d irom Tourcoin to Minnin, which is about 5 or 6 Miles diſtant, 
and is about as far a diſtance from Courtray, as Tourcoin. But when 
they come to Minnin, it is the High Road from Liſte to Courtray, and 
is always very good. I only mention this to ſhew, how very careful 
thoſe People are of our Wool, when they have got it; and how care- 
lets we are at Home, or they never would have it from us. 1 
AT x. the Worſted that is carried this Way, belongs to the Hol- 
landers, as J ſhall ſhew in its proper Place. I was told by the Rid- 
ing General ot the Cuſtoms ot this Town, that there is 14 Perſons 
in the Town that make Wool-Combs ;. tho I ſuppoſe: they do not 
wholly depend upon that particular Branch of Buſineſs, if they did, 
there 
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there muſt be a vaſt Number of Wool - Combers in that Neighbour. 
hood, for there is but two Wool Comb-Makers in this great City of 
London. The common Neceſſaries of Liſe are very plentiful and 
cheap at this Town, vis. Soap, Oil, Candles and Charcoal; four very 
_uſeful Things in the Woollen Manuſactory. Both Combing and Spin- 
ning is cheaper here, than at Lie; which is the reaſon that the Zife 
Merchants have ſo much of their ſine Work done here. A Gentleman 
of this Town told me, That the ſine Spinning is, by the Dutch, ſent to 
Spain, Italy, &c. The next Town in this Neighbourhood that is of 
Note, is Roubaix. 
 _  Roubaix is about 4 or 5 Miles from Tourcoin; at this Place they 
employ many Hundreds of Hands in the making ot fine Cahmancoes, 
Camblets, and other fine Stuffs; the fineſt of thoſe Goods is made all 
with either liſþ or Iriſþ Wool; but they do make a greater Number 
of Goods with our Wool and their own Country: Wool mix'd to- 
ether; theſe Goods that are made here, are chiefly made tor the 
File Merchants, Labour being lower here, than at Zzfe, and about 
the ſame Price as at Zourcoin ; Proviſions and other Neceſlaries are a- 
bout the fame Price. The next Town is Lannoy, which is another 
Manufactoring Town for Woollen Goods. J 
Lannoy is about 4 Miles from Rowbaix ; at this Place they make 
great Numbers of Calimancoes, Camblets, Silks and Worſted Stuffs 
mix d, Sc. The Proviſions and other uſetul Neceſſaries tor Trade, are 
about the ſame Price here, as at Zourcoin; ſo is the Labour. I have 
nam'd only three Towns in- this Neighbourhood, that is tamous for the 
Woollen Manufactories; but if I wou'd go to ſmall Places, I might 
name a Hundred Villages round the Country, that have the Woollen 
Manufactory in them, tor Combers, Spinners, Weavers, Sc. and are 
as Plenty here, as at any Part of the Weſt of England. But before 1 
leave this Country, I muſt juſt obſerve, that notwithſtanding Labour 
is ſo low in thoſe Parts, the poorer People all round the Country 
are well Cloathed, and all their Families, 01 wiſh I could ſay fo by 


the great Manufacturing Towns in England: ) But ſhou'd I be ſo happy 
as to ſee the Day that the Owling ot Wool from Great-Britain = 
| Irelan 
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Treland to foreign Parts was ſtop'd, then we ſhould have our Hands 
full of Work, and our poor Artificers once more be well Feed and 
Cloathed ; then we ſhall ſee our Poor once more have chearful Looks, 
and pray for thoſe that put their Hands to this great and good Work, 
which I hope will ſpeedily be accompliſh'd. As to the governing 
and managing their Work-tolks, they at this Place take the fame Me- 
thod as at Liſte. | 

By T before I leave the French Dominions, I muſt obſerve to you, 
that the French do prohibit all forts of the Woollen Manufactory be- 
ing brought into their Country, nay, all forts of Zg//b Manufac- 
tories, as well as the Woollen, is prohibited by the Laws of their Coun- 
try; which Laws they ſtrictly obſerve and keep. I wiſh with all my 
Heart, that amongſt the many Laws we have in England, we were 
ſo good to ourſelves as to keep punctually thoſe few Laws that are 
made to prevent the Owling of Wool; then we ſhould be a happy Peo- 
ple. Amongſt the many Inſtances that I might give you of the Seve- 
rities of the French in ſeizing of any Eugliſo Woollen Manufactories, I 
ſhall only name one that happen'd in October, 1737. There was one 
Mr. Hilliard, that went from Dover to Calis with ſome Horſes to the 
French King, as he ſaid, and had with him three Pair of Zzg/:/b Blan- 
kets for an Eng/z/h Gentleman at Paris; and when he arrived at 
Calis, he put the Blankets upon his Horſes, as if they were Horſe 
Cloaths; no ſooner had the Horſes enter d the Town, but the Cuſtom- 
houſe Officers ſeiz d the Blankets, as Contraband Goods, altho' on 
the Backs of Six ot the King's Horſes: Hilliard thinking himſelt injur d, 
as being employ d by the King of France, ordered a Lawyer at Calis 
to ſue the Officers for ſeizing his Horſe Cloaths, which the Lawyer 
did accordingly, and Hilliard proceeded on his Journey to Paris 
but when he returned to Calis, he found to his great Surprize, that 
he was caſt, and condemn'd to pay 3000 Livers, which is near 150“. 
Sterling Money, and wou'd have been ſent to Goal till he had paid 
the Money, had not Monſieur Denogue, Treaſurer to the King of 
France's Troops, anſwered tor his Appearance; and at the {ame time 


made Application for to have this Fine a little mitigated. By this 
F ſingle 
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ſingle Inſtance, we may ſee how very ſtrict and ſevere the French are, 
with any thing of th: Woollen Manulactories that are brought into their 
Territories; ſor it they will proſecute a Perſon for fo coarſe a Thing 
as Blankets, what would they do if they ſhould catch an Engliſhman 
in Smuggling in fine Calimancoes, Camblets, Hoſe, Ec. no lets than 
the Gallies, I ſuppoſe, would be their Fate. As this is the Caſe with 
the French and us, I think that it ſhou'd rouſe and ſtir up every 
true Briton to ſet his Heart and Hand to work, to prevent the Owl- 
ing of Wool to the French, &c. which is the very Marrow and Vitals 
ot our Country; if that was but once accompliſh'd, then the proud 
haughty Frexch would be thankful to us, that we will not only ſend 
them Blankets, but all forts of Woollen Manufactories for Cloathing, 
as we uſed to do in former Times, and then muſt pay us Ready- 
Money for them, if we do infiſt on it ; whereas, as the Caſe ſtands 
at this Time, it is my Opinion, that the French have all the Wodl 
they have occaſion of, for nothing, from Great Britain and Ireland; 
for what Wool the French have from the Owlers, is paid for with 
Wines, Teas, Brandies and other Things, tor Luxuary only, &c. which 
are ſmuggled into Great Britain and Ireland; and as that pays no | 
Duty, it only ſerves to ruin the honeſt Fair Trader, and encourage 
Luxury, and cheat the King of his Revenue. | 
BesI1DEs this ſort of Trade the French take from Great Britain 
and Ireland at leaſt 600,000/. a Year in ready Specie, in a fair way of 
Trade and Merchandize, for nothing but what is luxurious, and ſuch 
Things as we can do without, 2:2. Wines, Brandies, and fo forth: I 
am ſure the Profits of this 605,000 will over-ballance what the French 
give of the ſame Commodity tor our Wool: So upon the Whole, the 
45 do not pay any thing for this ſo valuable a Jewel, The fine 
Combing Wool ot Great Britain and Ireland: And this doth not only 
drain away their periſhable Commodities, and empty their Store-Houſes 
of thoſe Things that we piſs againſt the Wall, Sc. but it fills their 
Country with the Eugliſb Gold, which is durable, and will never find 
the Way back to Old Euglaud, till we are ſo wiſe and good to our- 
ſelves, to keep our I uol at home. I have known within theſe 4 Years, 


that 
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that the Trench Troops in Picardy, Artois and Bolougne, was paid for 
Three Months together with Eugliſb Gold: And I had occaſion 
about that Time ro go to France, and did land 3 Hngliſb Horſes at 
Calis, for which I was to pay Three Lewis d Ors, or 3 French Guineas, 
but could not get them in all the Town of Calis; fo was obliged to 
get aGentleman of Calis to give his Note to the Cuſtom-houle Otticers, 
tor the Three Guineas, and he took my Eugliſb Gold of me. I only 
mention this, to ſhew how kind we are to the French, that hates us 
with perſect Hatred; and how baſe and cruel we are to our own Native 
Country, in doing all that is in our Power to inrich the French, and to 
deſtroy and beggar ourſelves: This is ſo Self- evident to every Impartial 
Man, that I need not ſay any thing more upon this Subject. 1, 
Tournay is a large ſtrong Garriſon, and is the firſt on this Side, that 
belongs to the Emperor; it is about 15 or 16 Miles from Life: At 
this Town there are. few fine Silk and Worſted Stuffs and Stockings 
made; the Worſted that they are made with, is chiefly ſpun about 
Tourcoin, and is made of Eugliſb or Iriſb Woot: But the chief Part of 
their Trade, is coarſe Stuffs and Stockings, made of their n Conn! 
lool, and is conſumed about their own Neighbourhood. Former! 
this was the Principal Town of Tradein all this Country; butas the Life 
Merchants have encreas'd, hey have decreas'd ® The reaſon is, that 
the Life Merchants lie more contiguous for Trade, and have their 
Spinning done much cheaper than they can have it done at Tournay, 
which hath carried the Trade from Tournay to Liſte; which is a certain 
Rule in Trade, where Labour is cheapeſt, the Trade will follow, if 
that they can have the Materials at the ſame Time and Place, as 
cheap as where Labour is dearer: Labour being upon an Average, 
five times more than the firſt Coſt of the Mool. The next Town I ſhall 
take Notice of is Bridges. 
Bridges is a =P Town 12 Miles from Oftend : At this Town there 
is a great Manufactory of Broad Seys; ſome few they make of all their 
own Woot, but a much greater Number is made of our Mool, and their 
own Woot mix'd together. I was told by one that was 25 Years in 
the Sey-making Trade, he had his Wool draw'd through the Comb 
| F 3 | in 
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imported from ZEng/and to Oſtend, or to Bridges, or any Port belong- : 
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in Zngland, and came to him from London; and faid, ſo long as he 
could find Money, he never ſhould want Engliſh Wool. There is all 
the Care imaginable taken to preſerve the Trade of this Town, and 
good Encouragement is given to the Journeymen, Gc. by the Magi- 
{trates of this Town, who would not ſtop at any thing in their Power, 
to ſerve that ſo valuable a Branch of Buſineſs, call'd the Moollen Ma- 
nufattory; as will appear by the annex d Placart or Proclamation, 
printed and publiihed in Flanders, in 1731, at which Time I was in 
that Country. At this time the Woollen Trade began to flouriſh in 
this Town; and altho' the Manufacturers were then, and are till o- 
bliged to have our Wool, to make their fine Seys, Cc. yet they want- 
ed to keep out all Woollen Goods from being brought in from England 
into their Dominions, as appears by the following Placart : Altho the 
ſeeming Pretenſions are only to prevent old Cloaths being brought into 
Flanders, which had always been allow'd till this Time ; yet they had 
a greater View, in my Opinion, than the Prohibiting of Old Cloaths, 
which was to prohibit, if poſlible, all New Cloth, Stuffs, &c. being 


ing to the Emperor in Flanders. But this I thall leave to my Coun- Wl 
trymen and Brother Manufacturers to judge of, when they have read 
the Placart, which I at that Time obtained with great Difficulty, and 
have carefully Tranſlated it out of the German 'Longue into Engliſh, 
Verbatim, which I have here printed at large. 


— 744 RL ES, by the Grace of God, Emperor of the Romans, con- 
4 tinual Increaſer of the Empire, King of Germany, of Spain, of 

« Flungary, of Bohemia, &c. Archduke ot Auſtria; Duke of Bur- 
& gundy, of Lorrain, of Brabant, of Limburg, of Luxemburg, of 
“ Gelare, &c. Markgrave of the Holy Empire, &c. Earl of Habsburg, 
« of Flanders, &c. Count Palatine of Hainault, and of Namure; Lord 
& of the Marſhes of Eſe/avonia, of Port Naon, ol Biſcay, of Molines, 
& of Salens, of Tripoli, and of Maklim; Ruling Lord in Aſia and 
% Africa. The chiet Overſeers and Head Men ot the lawtul Chamber 
of Trade, and their Commiſſioners in our Cities of Gant and ——_— 
aving 
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having repreſented to Us, That it was cuſtomary for 
come from time to time into the Harbour of — —— b e 
ders, loaden with Old Cloaths, Stuffs, and other Fabricks of Wool- 
len, without knowing from whence they came, and without bein 
provided with a Certificate of Health, altho' they often come U 
Places infected by the contagious Diſtemper; which Old Cloaths 
and Fabricks of Woollen are purchaſeable and ſaleable, in our Coun- 
tries, whereby it is to be feared, that theſe Lands might ſoon or late 
be in Danger of being infected with the contagious Diſtemper, b 
the great Quantity of old and rotten Cloaths, which the Em lib 
Nation might daily import by the Harbour of Offend; which — | 
for the major Part, are purchaſed from the Hoſpitals in E land, 
wherein may Perſons, of all forts of Nations and Profedions and 
eſpecially Sailors, may chance to die, who. voluntarily fail all over 
the World, and conſequently through the whole Levant and the Ar- 
chipelago, as allo along the Coaſts of Perſia and of Morea, where 
this Diſtemper doth almoſt continually reign, either in one or the 
other Diſtrict: That We, in order to protect theſe Lands from that 
contagious Diſtemper, wherewith the City of Marſeilles was viſi- 
ted in the Year 1720, did very ſtrictly prohibit, by our expreſs Pro- 
clamation of the zoth of October, of the ſame Year, not only the 
Trade with France, but allo the Importation of all forts. of Mer- 
chandize, ſubject to be tainted with the faid Infection; but that - 
We alſo thought it expedient to interdict, by our Proclamation of 


the 17th of October 15720, the Importation of all forts of Old 


Cloaths ; and albeit, that the Infection is come to ceaſe in France 
whereby the Trade of Manufactures and Commodities was tolerated, 
that nevertheleſs our Proclamation of the Year 1720, relating to 
the Importation or the atoreſaid Old Cloaths was not.recalled Be 
thoſe Old Cloachs were not compriſed in the reſpective Tariffs 
under no Clais of Merchandize; that therefore the Regulators of 
Our Duties ol Importadion and Exportation, were not permitted, b | 
their own Authority, or by their Deputies, hitherto to ſuffer. the ; — 
Importadion ot all forts. of. old and rotten Cloaths, whereof they 
might. 
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« might claim the Payment of 5 per Cent. Having likewiſe taken into 
* Our Conſideration, that the Contagion wherewith the City of 
« Bridges was inlected, in the Year 1664, was occaſioned by the 
% Tmportation of Old Cloaths into that Place, from Exg/and: They 
« have humbly beſought Us that we would very expreſly, and by 
« ſpecial Proclamation, prohibit the Importation of all forts of Old 
“ Cloaths, in Contormity of our prohibitory Proclamation ot the 17th 
« of October 1720, with repeated and expreſs Orders unto all ſuch, 
« whom it may concern, to conform thereto; and to the Officers, 
« Waiters and Commiſſioners, every one of them in particular, to take 
« care that no Old Cloaths be Tmported into theſe Countries, on Pe- 
& nalty of their being punctually puniſhed and deprived of their Em- 
« ployment, for Neglect or Diſſimulation in this Particular; and here- 
« upon having had the Advice of the Members of Our Council in 
« Flanders, whereby they have further repreſented to Us, that Ex- 
« perience had verified, that the infectious and other contagious Diſ- 
4 tempers hath been introduced by the Debit and Sale of the aforeſaid 
« Old Cloaths, the original Cauſe whereof, was not as yet eſcaped 
« the Memory of the Inhabitants of the City of Bridges, who were 
ce notable Salferers by the ſaid Diſtemper; that thoſe Cloaths being 
„ made of Wool, or of another Ingredient moſt apt to take the In- 
te fection, had at ſeveral times brought the ſame Calamity into many 
% other Countries; that this Calamity is the more to be feared, becauſe 
« theſe Old Cloaths are at preſent bought up in the Hoſpitals of Eu- 
« gland, in which Country, the Forty Days are not obſerved with 
« the requiſite Precaution, with regard to ſuſpected Ships; that for 
e theſe Reaſons, thoſe ſorts of Dealings the Old Cloaths were look d 
« upon as dangerous and ſuſpicious, and therefore were never included 
in Our Tariffs, but on the contrary very expreſly prohibited, were 
“ of late, by our faid Proclamation of the 17th of October, 1720, which 
« has not hitherto been recalled; that in Cafe the Importation of the 
« aforementioned be {till tolerated, it will be followed by the intire 
« Overthrow of the Fabricks of Cloths, and of all forts of Woollen 
* Manulactures; as alſo of Stuffs, Bombaſines, Serges, Sc. and the 
« Importation 
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Importation of Old Cloaths, by way of Merchandize, i 

rated or ſuffered by any Sovereign fewer in no other Toke aol _ 
State, and it is the principal Reaſon that ſuch prohibitory Laws 
ſhould tend to the Preſervation of the Wealth, Lite and Subſiſtence 
ol the Subjects. We being deſirous to provide againſt what is above- 
ſaid, and to prevent ſuch a dangerous Evil, and to hinder by all 
Means, that ſuch peſtilential Diſtempers ſhall not be introduced into 
Our Dominions, have, by the Advice of our Privy Council, and 
upon Deliberation of our much eſteemed and dearly beloved Siſter 
MARY ELIZABETH, by the Grace of God, Royal Princeſs of 
Hungary, of Hohemia, and of both Sicilies, Archdutcheſs of Auſtria, 


“Sc. our Stadholdereſs and Governeſs General of our Netherlands, 


(e 
cc 


prohibited and interdicted, and We do prohibit and interdict, 


by theſe Preſents, the Importation of all forts of Old Cloaths, either 


« by Water or by Land, in the way of Trade; We prohibit very. ex- 
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preſly, to ſell or conſume them in theſe Countries, on the P 
of Confiſcation and Forteiture of Five Hundred Guilders, x "age 
Tranſgreſſion; one Third Part for the Informer, one Third Part 


for the executing Officer, and the other for Our Profit; and for 
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the Second time, upon any other Arbitrary Penalty, as the Caſe 
ſhall require, reiterately enjoyning unto every one, whom it ma 

Concern, to conform themſelves hereto, the Officers, Waiters _ 
Commiſſaries, every one in particular, to take Care that no Old 
Cloaths be imported into thele Countries, as is here before directed | 
on the Penalty, in caſe of Neglect and Connivance, of being punc- 


« tually puniſhed, and afterwards diſmiſſed their Office. 


«* We therefore command and direct Our Well- beloved and Truſty, 


the Head- Preſident and Members of Our Privy-Council- and Grand. 


Council; the Chancels and Members of our Counci ; 
the Governor, Preſident and Members of our _ 3 
burg; the Chancellor and Members of our Council in Ge/derland ; 
the Preſident and Members of our Provincial. Council in Flanders | 
the High Bailiff, Preſident and Members of our Conncil of Hinault 7 
the Governor, Preſident and Members of our Council at Na- 

mure.z: 
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ec ure: the Bailiff at Torvay, and its Diſtrict ; the Sheriff of Mack. 
&« jn, and all other our Juſticiaries, Officers and Subjects, whom this may 
„ Concern, and every one in particular, to cauſe this Our preſent - 


« Ordinance to be immediately, and without Delay, publiſhed and 
&« affixcd in every Place of their Juriſdiction reſpectively, where it is 
« uſual to cauſe Publications and Affictions to be made; and to cauſe 
« the ſame to be obſerved, without Favour, Connivance or Diſſimu- 
c“ lation, For this our Pleaſure. 

« Given in our City of Bruſſels, the 7th of November 1731, and 
« of Our Realms, to wit, of the Roman Empire, the 21ſt; of Spain 
t the 29th; of Hungary and of Bohemia, allo the 21ſt; ſigned Dx 
« BaiLLu. Lower it was written, By Command of the Emperor 
« and King, and Signed F. Gas Ton CuveLI1ER; and the Great 
« Seal of his Majeſty in Red Wax was hanging thereto, upon a double 
4 Tale of Parchment. 

« Art Bruſſels, by Gzxorct FRI X, Printer to his Imperial and 
&« Catholick Majeſty, "1731. | 

With Priviledge of his Majeſty. 


T x reaſon that it is difficult to get a Proclamation in thoſe Parts is, 
that it is not there, as it is here; for they do not print them and cry 
them about the Streets, but only print a certain Number, which are 
for proper Perſons and Towns; and the Method of Declaring the Pla- 
cart, is by the Sound of a Trumpet, at ſeveral proper Places in the 
Town; and then the Below or Under Sheriff reads the Placart ; when 
ſo done, it is hung up at his Door, for one Day, and then it is to be 
'{een no more by the Common People. This Placart or Proclamation, 
was publiſhed the very Day I went into Mons; and altho T had a good 
Acquaintance in that Town, I cou'd not get one Placart, neither could 
I find that there was any other in the Town: But that as the Below 
or Under Sherift read in the Publick Places in that Town; and as at 


tat time I was going into the French Dominions, I was obliged to 


ſend to Bruſſels tor one, and having a good Friend at that City, he 
got one from the Printer that prints for the Emperor at Bruſſels. 
But to return, | Ar 
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Ar this Town of Bridges, there was formerly a large Staple Hall, 
where the Engliſh Woollen Manufactories was wont to be put; but 
now, with what they make themſelves, and what is brought from Je- 
land, &c. our Woollen Trade is ruined, except ſome tew particular 
ſorts of Goods. There is at this Place an Iyiſhman that keeps'a Vel- 
{el to go a Smuggling of Contraband Goods to Tre/and, and brings in 
Return, Wool and Woollen Manu'actories, which he can beſt come at, 
ſo ſends them up the Country, and then they are called Eugliſb Goods: 
The Wool is wrought up into Goods, ſome at one Place, and ſome at 
another. This % Merchant hath an Agent at Courtray, that al- 
ways hath ſome of thoſe Goods by him, and can fell them at Under- 
price, which ſpoils the Trade for the few Eugliſb Goods that is ſent 
ayer. | | 

Tuts was told me by a Perſon of Courtray, that deals in Woollen 
Goods, and had uſed to have them from Exgland, till within theſe 6 
or 7 Years, that this Jriſb Chap came to live in Courtray; and ſince 
which time, he ſays he can hardly fell any thing at all: I was once 
at the Jriſbman's Houſe, and faw his Goods. Having faid what was 
neediul of Bridges, I ſhall now proceed to Ghent. | | 

N. B. When the Placart was read in 1731 in Bridges, the Gover- 

nors of the Town order d the next Old Cloaths that ſhould 
be brought from England, ſhould be Burnt; and accordingly, 
in a few Weeks there were ſeveral Bales landed at the Than 
of Bridges, which were burnt accordingly : They belonged to 
one Mrs. Black of Ghent. I believe the Flemings would not 
take it well, if we ſhould burn their Old Linnen, when In- 
ported into England. | 

Ghent 1s a very large ſpacious Town, and is about 26 Miles from 
Bridges; there is but little ot the Woollen Manufactory in this Town; 
there are a few coarſe broad and narrow Cloths and Lincies, and a few - 
fine Camblets, Stuffs and Stockings made here; there is a Frenchman 
that is tupported by the Town Stock, which makes a great many fine 
Holc, all ot our Wool, which are much eſteemed at this Town; but 
the principal Trade ot this Town, and Places adjacent, is the maki ng 
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of fine Linnen, where almoſt every Farmer is a Weaver, they grow, 
dreſs, ſpin and weave the Flax: Some Farmers have 5 or 6 Looms; 
ſome 2 or 3; and ſome but one, according as they have Numbers of 
Servants, and he muſt be a very poor Farmer, that doth not keep one 
Loom. Thoſe People are excellent Husbands, both in the Houle and 
in the Field; their Wives, Daughters and Maids, dreſs and ſpin the 
Flax; and the Sons and Servants weave it Night and Morning; and 
upon wet Days, when they cannot work in the Field. But this is 2 
Digreſſion from my Purpoſe ; only I obferve, ſhould their, Linnen Trade 
fail, and the Foreigners continue to have our Woo, and thoſe Flemings 
about Ghent ſhould turn their Heads and Hands to the-Woollen Manu- 
factories, as they have to the Linnen, they would be ſoon as Prejudi- 
cial to our M vollen Trade in England, as the People at Life, and the 
Places adjacent to that Town; are at this Time. At this Town of 
Ghent, there is to be ſeen vaſt large Stocks of all forts of Liſte, Amion, 
Robais and Lannay Stuffs in the Drapers Shops, which are bought up 
by the Neighbouring People, who are generally People of good Sub- 
ſtance; and even thoſe who are of the poorer Sort, are in general well 
Cloathed. The next Town that J ſhall obſerve, is Brufels, which is 
30 Miles from Ghent. TI. 

Bruſſels is a large fine Town, the Metropolitan of Flanders, where 
the Archdutcheſs keeps her Court. There are but tew Woollen Fa- 
bricks at this Town, there are a few broad and narrow Cloths made, 
but not very fine;. they alſo make ſome Druggets and Hoſe; but the 
principal Goods that are made here, - are fine Camblets, in which they 
uſe ſome of our Wool; they alſo make a few Silk and Worſted, fine 


. Stuffs, and the Worſted they make the fine Goods with, is ſpun at 


or near Tourcoin. There is a large Tapeſtery Factory, the Maſter of 
it told me, he could not make the beſt ſort of Tapeſtery, without 
Engliſh Woel, and that they had no Spinning in all Flanders, for that 


Uſe, as what he had from Amiens in France, which Worſted is made 


of all Engliſh Maol, and he gives a good Price for it; they have try d 
the Yarn from England, but he ſays none will anſwer his End, ſo well 
as the Worſted or Yarn that is ſpun at Amiens. At this Town they 

are. 
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are ſerved with their Shalloons and Seys from Leige, and have them 
White, becauſe they have a great many Dyers in this Town; therefore 
to Encourage them, they will have them all White, and when dyed 
and-prefſed; the Merchants ſerve all that Neighbourhood with Shalloons, 
Se. T have ſeen many Waggon Loads come into this Town in one Day. 
T ſhall now proceed to Leige, which is a Principality of itſelf, and be- 
longs to the Emperor, it is about 25 Leagues from Brill. 

iege is a large Town where the Prince of Liege keeps his Court: 
At this Place is made ſeveral ſorts of Stuffs; but the principal ſorts are 
Seys and Shalloons, which are ſent White to many Parts of Flanders, 
Zeland and Holland; and in Return from Holland, they take ſome of 
our Engiiſh long fine Wool, to make their Warpe for their fine Seys 
and Shalloons. But the chief Aſſortments of Goods, is a middling 
Shalloon, which is made heavier than our Shalloons of the fame Qua- 
lity by a Pound, and ſometimes more, which makes the Hollauders 
and Flemings chuſe them before ours. As to Labour it is much 
about the ſame Price here, as at Jourcoin; if any thing, a little lower: 
Theſe Common Shalloons, tho' they are heavier than ours, are fold 
in Holland 5s. in 30 Yards, cheaper than ny Enghſh Merchant can 
ſell his Goods of the ſame Length and Breadth. I faw ſome of thoſe 
Goods once at the Hague in Holland, compared with a Maker's Goods 
that was then preſent, who declared, there was no ſuch thing as ma- 
king a Shalloon in England, of the fame Length, Weight and Breadth, 
ſo cheap by 10. per Cent. White, as the Shopkeeper had them deli- 
vered to him at the Hague, ready dyed and preſſed, Sc. The next 
Town 1s 1 i | 277 pe 
Antwerp is a fine beautiful City, ſituate on the River 'Scheld, and 
formerly was the very greateſt Town in all Flanders, but now there 
is very little Trade at it; yet there is a few fine Hoſe, Stuffs and 


Camblets made for their own Uſe; they alſo make ſome coarſe Cloths, 
Linnens, Druggets, Sc. The fine Hoſe and Stuffs are made Part of 


Engliſh Woot, and Part of their owwn Country Woot: What is made at 


this Place is conſumed in the Neighbourhood, And now 1 TTY 
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this Town of Antwerp, J will juſt make a Trip to Leland, a Neigh- 
bouring Iſland, the Principal Town is Midlebous gh. 

Mialebourngh in Leland is a fine large City, and is the Metropolis 
of Zeland; at this Town there are a tew Stocking-makers, who comb 
their on Wool, and have it ſpun round about the Country. I was 
at one of the Maſter Comber's Houſe, that employed about 10 Wool 
Combers. I ſaw the Worſted they made, and it not being ſo good as 
Englifb Wook would make, I asked him it Eugliſb Worſted v ou d not 
be acceptable to him? he ſaid No; for that he would not have Emaliſh 
Week ready comb d from Eugland, much more the Worſted, but would 
have it ruff, as it came irom the Sheep's Back, and have it ſorted and 
comb'd by his own People, and fo employ their own poor People in 
Spinning of it, Se. They allo told me, that Engliſh Woot ready 
comb'd, and Eugliſo Worſied and Tarn, was torbid to be brought into 
that Iſland, and it any ſhould be brought, it would be contiſcated; 
but ſaid they had ſometimes Yoo! from Scotland in the Fleece. 

T Xr1s is a plain Proof, that other Countries, tho never ſo ſmall a 
Branch of the Woollen Manufactory appears amongſt them, the Ma- 
giſtrates become the Guardians of thoſe that labour at that Trade, 
which is the very Reaſon that I have mentioned ſo ſmall a Branch of 
Trade, as there is at this Town: I wiſh I could fay the ſame of the 
Magiſtrates of the many great Manufactoring Towns in England, as 
thoſe few that are at Mzidlebourgh can ſay of their Magiſtrates, That 
they are the Fathers of their Manufattures. And now I have juſt 
took a ſhort View of this ſmall Branch, I will give ſome account of 
Leyden, in the Province of Holland. | 
. Leyden is a large ſpacious Town, and hath a Univerſity at it: At 
this Place is made a great deal of Broad Cloth, all with Spaniſh Wool, 
its a thin, fine Cloth; they alſo make ſome Drabs here, and they are 
mix d ſome with our Mol, and ſome with Spaniſh Woot: Labour be- 
ing dearer at this Place, than at ſome diſtant Places, the Merchants 
ſend their Wool raw, to a Place call'd F7/bourg, near Balduck in 
Flangers: At this Place they have their Undertakers- to waſh, card 
and {pin the Wool, and weaye the Yarn into Cloth; and here yur 

only 
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ay make a white middling Cloth; this Wool is part Spaniſb, 
and part Engliſb or Iriſh, What induced the Merchants of Leyden to 
ſend their Wool to Tillourg to be Manufactored, was, that the Hol- 
landers found that the French and Germans had ſet up new Manu- 
factories in Places where Labour was cheaper than at Leydon, and fo 
ſerved the Foreign Markets where the Hollanders uſed to ſerve; more 
particularly the French, for they tound the way to Foreign Markets 
firſt with theſe ſorts of Goods which they make in Normandy, and 
other Parts of France. | 

ABovrT 30 Years ago, there was at Zeyden, upwards of 900 
Looms that made Broad Cloth, and now there is but about 400; yet 
the Trade, as to Merchandize, hath no ways deceas d; for the Mer- 
chants of this Town do now employ 600 Broad Looms at Tiibourg, 
&c. which before that time they employ'd none at that Place; tho 
white Cloths that are made at Tiibourg, are ſent back to Leyden, when 
wrought, to be mill'd, dreſs d, dyed and preſs'd, Sc. So that upon the 
Whole, tho' the Trade in ſome of the Branches is removed from Ley- 
den, yet the Merchants have encreaſed their Trade about one 10th, as 
to Looms, more than it was 30 odd Years.ago. This is done by the 
Cheapneſs of Labour at T:/bourg, &c. for the Merchants can have a 
Piece of Cloth ot this middling Sort, made. cheaper at Tiibourg than at 
Leyden, by 33 Guilders; and 33 Guilders is 3 /. Sterling: Thoſe Pieces 
are about 35 Eugliſb Yards long, when they are dreſs d and fimiſh'd fit 
for a Market, by changing the Place for the Manufactoring of thoſe 
middling forts ot Cloths, the Ho/landers have preſerv d their Trade; 
thoſe Cloths are dy d into Red, Green, Blue, Sc. and, when finiſh'd, 
they are ſent to Szyrna, Haly, Turkey, and other Foreign Markets, and 
in Keturn they bring home Silk, Mohair, Fruit, Sc. Beſides this ſort 
of White Cloth, they make a pretty deal of mix d. Cloths, and fome 
Druggets, whuch are chiefly ſent to Foreign Markets. 
” 1 HERE is alſo a large Manutactory of divers forts of Stulls, as Seys, 
Camblets, Silk and Worſted Stuffs, and Worſted and Mohair Stuffs ot 
divers kinds; the Seys are made of two ſorts, the beſt are made with 


all our Wool; the ſecond about half ours and half their own * | 
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But this Branch of Trade could not be carry d on with Succeſs, unleg 
they had a cheap Place for Combing and Spinning their Wool, which 
they have done in and about Taurcoin in French Flanders; w-this Place 
they ſend their Wool ready ſorted, and have their Undertakers that 
take care to have the Work well done, and fend it back to Leyen. 
The Merchants of Leyden not only ſerve themfelyes with this Worſted 
that is ſpun at Tourcoin, e but ſend it to ſeveral Places of Flanders and 
Germany : By this Method of the Hollanders, finding out cheap Places 
for Labour, they drive a prodigious Trade in Wool and Worſted; for 
at Tonrcoin they have their Wool comb'd and ſpun 20 per Cent, 
cheaper than they can have it done for at Leyden, and when it is ſpun, 
it is the beſt Spinnning I ever ſaw in my Lite. The Ho/landers are 
fo Cunning, that they purchaſe Wool from Spain, Portugal, England, 
Germany, Hambrough, and ſeveral other Places; and being very cu- 
rious Sorters, they take Pains to do it well; and when ſo done, they 
ſend not only Worſted, but ſome of the Wool to Germany, and ſeveral 
other Places, that they buy Wool rom themſelves; when it is thus ma- 
naged, they divide their Combing Wool into three Sorts, and call them 
by the following Names, viz. Engliſh, Holland and Boy Wool: But 
the Engliſb and Iriſh Woot is the Support ot all the Vo they buy 
for Combing, that being of a thick, fine, full, long, ſtrong Staple, 
and is fit for mixing with other Wool, ſuch as German, French, Fle- 
miſh and Hollands Wool. By this Method they ſer ve all their Neigh- 
bours with oo and Worſted, nay, they are able to ſerve us with 
Worſted made from our own Wool; I have ſome ot the Samples by me. 
The Dutch take all Care imaginable to keep up and preſerve this Trade; 
as allowing of the Journeymen to take Apprentices, and Boys to be 
Free, for ſerving Two or Three Years, with ſeveral other Advantages 
that they do allow their Work-Folks: I know an Engliſhman, that 
was a Scribbler in this T6wn, that was allow'd 25 Men to work under 
him, and he had a Profit out of them all; but that did not hold long: 
For both French, Mlemings and Dutch, will not keep any Engliſhman 
to work in their Yootlen Fabricks, no longer than while they can 


learn ſome thing out of them; and when they have got all they want 
out 
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out of them, they muſt go about their Buſineſs, or the Maſters will 


ſet their other Men on to uſe them ill, which an ifbman will 
not bear; neither will they employ» either Engliſb or Iriſb Workmen, 
except they are ſuperior Hands, and exeeed in ſome Branch of the 
Trade. I have known-thoſe Parts near 14 Years, and never found 
but 8 Engliſh and Iriſbmen working in their Woollen Manufactories, 
and now there is but two in all the Places that T know abroad. Soap, 
Candles, Oil, Sc. are pritty reaſonable here; but the People live bet- 
ter, and in a quite different Manner at this Town, to what the poor 
People do in France and Flanders; tho the Poor in Flanders live 
much better than thoſe in France. Labour for the Spinning, Comb- 
ing, Sc. is dearer at this Town, than at the Places aboyementioned ; 
yet it is cheaper than it is in any Part of England, where they make 
the ſame ſorts of Goods, as they make at this Place. 

Harlem is a fine old Town, lieth between Amſterdam and Leyden: 
At this Place is made a great many fine Silk and Worſted Stuffs, mix d 
with Eugliſb and Irifh 2 ſuch as Crapes, Poplins, and ſeveral ſorts 
of fgur d and plain Stuſts. The Merchants of this Toun ſend their 
Wool to Tourcoin in French Flanders, to be comb'd and ſpun, Oc. 
they make two ſorts of Worſted ; the fine is made of all our Woot; the 
other ſort is made with about one Third our Hoo! and two Thirds 
of their own Woot: They diſtinguiſh their Worſted thus; the fine the 
call Eng/i/h, the other Ho/lands Worſted. They not only make Wor- 
fled for their own Uſe, but ſerve ſome Parts of Germany and Flanders 
with fine Worſted. 

Amſterdam is the chief City in Holland, for Trade: At this Place 
they make ſome Camblets, with divers others of Silk and Worſted 
Stufts, much the ſame forts of Goods as is made at Harlem and Ley 
den: The Merchants of this Town have their Wook comb'd and ſpun 
at Taufcoin, atter the ſame Manner as the Merchants of Zeyden- and 
Ila, lem have theirs done. I was in this Town in Jay 1735, and 
found that there was Three Eugliſbmen near this Place, had fer up a 
Mauutiactory to make flower'd Damask, Ruſſels, Calimancoes, Se. 


they began the firſt Piece with Worſted made all of Hollands Neo, 
Aw. 
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Ifaw the Piece in the Loom; the Worſted was doubled and twiſted, 
tut the Wool being ſhort, ſower, hard and coarſe, it chaſed all to 

zeces, ſo that they were obliged to cut it out of the Loom; then they 
got ſome Worſted made with part £g/z/þ Wool, and that was excced- 
ing good. This Worſted was bought of a Merchant of this Town, I 
have a Sample by me of the fame Worſted, and the Merchants own 
Hand, to ſhew what Price thoſe Weavers gave lor it; and he ſaid he 
wou'd ferve me with what Quantity I would have, at the fame Price 
they gave him; which is a great deal cheaper than we can make it in 
England. Thoſe Weavers made a Piece of flower d Calimancoe with 
this Worſted ſingle, and made good Work of it; feveral more Chains 
was preparing of the ſame Worſted, when I was there: They had 5 
Looms: ſet up at work, and a Dutchman a weaving in one oft them, 
that was planted upon them by the Merchants, to tee their Proceed- 
ings. I took care to have them mov'd from thence, by the Aſſiſtance 
ot an Honourable Gentleman, who was then at the Hague; and they 
ſoon came back to England, and returned to their old Place of Abode, 
which was in Norfolk; but ſince they returned, I will not name their 
Names. They were ſet up by the Dutch Merchants, at the Inſtiga- 
tion of one Thompſon, a Broker at this Town: When they found the 
Weavers were moving off, they ſeiz'd all their Looms and Tackling, 
in order to carry on the Buſineſs themſelves. I met one time in this 
Country, a Merchant that came from Euricł in Germany, which told 
me, that they carry on a conſtant Trade with the Dutch, in buying 
of fine Worſted and fine long Wool, and always buy them by the 
Name of Engliſh I oo and Engliſh Worſted: With this fine Wool and 
Worſted, he told me, they make fine Stutts, mix d with Silk; and ſome 
of their Wool they mix with their own Wool, and make a ſecond fort 
of Stuffs with it; and when the Stuffs are made and dreſs'd, he faith, 
the chief Part of them are ſent to Italy. and that they have in Return, 
Silk and Cotton. 

WHar I have faid relating to the Moollen Manufacturers in Fo- 
reign Parts, as to taking of Apprentices for no more than Two or 
Three Tears, is to ſhew my Countrymen how happy we are in Great 

: Britain, 
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Britain: to what they are Abroad; for, by our Laws, no Man can 


infringe upon the Property of another, by taking of Boys, Appren- 
tices, Sc. for leſs than Seven Tears, nor any more than Two of them 
at one time, till the Eldeſt Apprentice is in his Laſt Tear. I hope we 
ſhall always continue in this happy State, and that the Moollen Ma- 
nufadturers may ſuppott themſelves in every Article that the Laws 
hath provided for the well ordering of the Moollen Trade; and that we 
may, One and All, ſet ourſelves to that laudable "Undertaking of 
Preventing the Exporting of our Wool to Foreign Parts ; and That, 
and that only, will ſupport all our Rights and Properties we now en- 
joy in our Woollen Trades above our Neighbours. The Wool being 
preſerved and kept at Home, will ſoon riſe in the Price, in Propor- 
tion to Moollen Goods riſing in their Price at Foreign Markets. Then 
the Farmer, Grazier, Manufacturer, &c. will enjoy the Bleſſings 
and Sweets of manufacturing up all our own Wool at Home; nay, the 
whole Nation in general will be Gainers by it: For it is always to be 


obſerved in Great Britain, that when the Woollen ManufaQtory is in 


a flouriſhing State, all other Trades and Callings, &c. are in a thri- 
ving Condition; and the contrary, that when the Fabricks of Wook 
decays, all other Trades and Callings dwindle in Proportion to 
That. 
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The Parliament of England being <bmpiſel o Woge aur. 9 


10 


who 'by their Sri are we Ds 25 the Speise 
Commerce, dy not fb filly bnd the Thpwwiritnice uf tk 
Manufacture 70 the Support of * The - MNatiun, Of Ke. } 
fatal Decay, ſo well as thoſe <vho are mur 22 | 


[ may not be unfeceffiry then to make th Fir 6 


7s 


Preſervation of TRA DE be net à MVitter eh Otrcer ers ex 
Eugliſimum ? and then to reflect a little ferghen, Nite ther the 
pen Circumſtances of TRADE do ot cal Or Sach n Wir 
verſal Concern 2 | 
Towards demonſtrating the Advantaze of 7-44 to this Nen, N 
may hot be improper to take à fhert Proſpect of Gr Sten 150 
Years ago, before Tad flouriſhed in this Ifnd: The Valli of G 
Lands and Labour was then above Cent. 4 Cant. Tefs tha it is few -s 
What occaſioned their Advance? Manafe of all kites Ware HO 
here by the Oppreſſion of Neighbouring Princes; Tele Wire Kere 
work'd up our 8 ool, which before was parted © Hundes Ag 
wrought up there; having Manufactures within NG We ended 
our Commerce, and in Reterm fer the Woolka Mah WAS 
brought from Foreigit Parts the Treaſures of the Goin Fo 
which we paid the Labour of o Poo, added te the Week he 


duet ot our Country: Thus as out Man cteres Gherealed, OW Weder 


were acquired in Proportion, and having wore Wealth an the R- 


dom, the Labour of the Poor advanced, the * of the TRE 


encreafed, and the Vale of Land, bere an «gal Freperten, Alt 
advancing as Trade flouriſhed. 
b. This being really a Fact, it way Reve to convarce Why that de is the 


Prolherity ot our Trade Kcps \p the Valve ef the Lands; way 
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our Manufactures tranſplanted again to Neighbouring Countries, what 


could make our Lands worth more now, than they were formerly 2 

There is certainly an univerſal Complaint of the Decay of Froeigy 
Trade, in almoſt every important Branch of it; now if our Foreign 
Trade decays, our Returns of Treaſure muſt decreaſe ; the leſs Trea- 
fure our Merchants receive from abroad, the leſs Money they muſt 
ſpend, keep the fewer Servants, and employ the leſs Number of Hands 
in Manufactures. * | 

Now the leſs Money our Merchants and Traders ſpend, and the 
fewer Servants they keep, the leſs Conſumption there is for the Pro- 
duct of our Lands; and as the Demand for the Product leſſens, the 
Price thereof muſt fall ; and if the Price of the Product of Lands finks, 
the Lands themſelves wuſt fink in their Value alſo; and as a further 
Weight, the unemploy'd Poor be flung on them for Maintenance, 
which will ſtill add to the Burthen, and ſink their Value lower; at 


laſt the unemploy d Manufacturers will by degrees follow the Trade, 


and tranſplant themſelves to- their old Soil, and then our Landed 
Eſtates here will be reduced again to. what they were 150 Years ago, 
before the flouriſhing of the Woollen Manufacture. 

Every Proprietor of Land. in the Kingdom would, no doubt, be 
ſtartled to think, that in a very few. ſucceeding Generations, their 
Heirs will find Themſelves poſſeſs d of little more than Half of their 
Predeceſſors Eſtates ; which muſt certainly be the Cale, if the preſent. 
Complaint of the Decay of Trade be juſtly grounded ; for it Trade 
be really declining, the particular Intereſt ot eyery Individual. in the 
Kingdom lies at Stake, and Perſonal Intereſt willturely be an effectual 


Perſuaſive. to Perſonal Enquiry, into the Truth of what is hereaſter 


alledg d. 
Many Towns in Eiglaud might be named, where the Trade is in 
2 manner loſt, or ſurpriſingly decay d, and where they an 


®* By a Liſt actually taken about 18 Months ſince, - it appears there were 9292 Perſons employ'd 
in the Woollen Manufacture in the Hundred of Frome, Somerſethhire ; and it is highly probable, 
that more than 1,500,000 Perſons are employ'd in Great-Britain; if theſe earn, one with another, 
6d. a Day for 313 Working- Days in a Year, it will amount to 11,737,5004. 
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of unemploy'd Poor hang heavy upon the Eſtates: But ſome will be 
ready to ſay, this only ariſes from Trade Shiiting rom one Part to 
another, which is more conveniently ſituated tor it: This is not 
really the Foundation of the Complaint, but its Returning back to 
France and Flanders. | 

That our Trade, in ſeveral important Branches, is very conſid 
Decreaſed, and that this is occaſioned by great Quantities of G 
brought to thoſe Places of the ManufaQture of France and Flanders, is 
ready to be proved to Parliament; to whom we fly as our only 
Refuge, to preſerve this Trading. Nation from impending Ruin. 

When theſe Facts come to be tairly ſtated to ſo Auguſt an Aſſembly, 
as our Britiſh Senate, They will doubtleſs further enquire into the 
Means by which Foreigners are enabled to Rival us in our darlin 
Trade: We ſay, Its by the heip of Wook. Run thither from Ireland 
and England; the Truth of which Aſſertion allo, let Facts which are 
ready-to be preduced Teſtify. | | 

Perſons concerned in the Woollen Trade, feel the diſmal Effects 


of this Clandeſtine Prattice; but fully to ſet it forth is very difficult, 


becauſe the Evil is ſo extenſive, and of ſuch a complicated Nature, that 
it cannot be. ſufficiently diſplay d. However, let us take a View of 
the Difference between Exporting our Wood Manufactured, and 
Running of it abroad Raw. | 
Suppole the Value of a Pack of Wool in the Fleece be 64. this, by 
the-Labour of our Poor, is made up into Goods valued 304, at a. 
Medium; this 304. is exported, and in return for it, we receive either 
Treaſure in Specie, or Goods tor our Uſe, which at their Import Pay 
2 Duty towards the Support of the Civil State of-the Nation; whic 
ever ot theſe Ways it comes in, the Nation is inriched 304. This is 
either circulated to procure the Product of our Lands, tor. the Main- 


tenance of the Families concerned, or added to their Capital Stock, 
and ſo to the Riches of the Kingdom; what is expended in 1 


the Product of the Lands, helps the Landed Intereſt; what 1s lai 
up, as it enriches, ſo it adds to the Power, Weight and Influence of 


the - 
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Wich our Neighbours, ſo will our Weight and Influence with them 
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the Nation in general for as we are Rich or Por, compuritively | 


New let us ſurvey tlie State of the Caſe, uhen this Pack is Clan- 
Aeſtinly . fent away Raw: Here is the Value of 64. Exported; and 
what do we receive-for it? Either Tea, Brandy, or Tobacco; if Tea, 
this is to the Prejudice of our on Iudia Company, or elſe run in 
upon us, as the Tobacco is, after it has been Exported and received 
a- Draw-back ; if Brandy, this is manifeſtly to the Damage of out 
Plantation Num, Sugar, Molofſes, and Eugliſb Diſtillery, run in upon 
us alſo without à Duty tu the Croum, and to the Ruin of the Faiy 
Trader, who buys in an honeſt Way, Goods that have Jepaily paid 
their Cuſtom; in each of theſe Cafes, there is a Damage both to tlie 
King, and the Fair Trader: We may then view it in this ſhort com- 
parative Light, The Manufattured Pack brings 301. into the King 
dom, enriches all whoſe Hands it paſſes through, and ſupports the 
Revenue of the Crown too: The Num Wool brings 61. in, to the 
Damage both of King and Subject. n 3K 1 

But what becomes of the 24/7. which we loſe? Why the Foreiga 
Neighbour, to whom our Wool ts exported Raw, gains it; 10 that 


every Pack of Wool that is Run from Us to Them, makes a Difference 


of. 48 J. in the comparative View, of the Riches and Inffuence of the 
Two Kingdoms; and if they, by the help of aur Pack, mix tuo 
Packs of their own with it, as they often do, then the comparative 


Difference is ſurpriſingly great. What muſt be the fatal Conſequence 


of our Neighbours Riches, Power, and Influence increafing 10 faſt 
upon us 2 If ever their Ambition ſhould rife in Proportion, but that 
we muſt be made a Sacrifice to it. For whatever we may think of 
Holding the Ballance of Power in Europe, this can never be mains 
tained, where the Ballance of Riches is laſt ; when a Nation is im- 


poveriſh'd, it is eaſily enſlaved. 


Surely by this time it appears, that not only the Intereſt of the 
Poor, the ſradeſman, and the Merchant, are concerned in the W 
a 
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len Manufacture, but the Gentlemen of Ef ates alſo; may, Gut in in 
the Higheſt Station in Life. 

The Flouriſhing or the Decay of a Trade, that affects every Perſon 
in the Kingdom, from the Peaſant to the Stateſman, — certainly 
be of the utmoſt Importance to the Nation; and can a Spirit of 
Patriatiſm better exert itſelf, than in Suppreſſing this pernicious Prac- 
tice, by enacting ſome freſh Law, to ſtrengthen the many good ones: 
— Force, which the Dint of e * has Penetrated 
through 2? 

The Growers of Wool near the Coaſt, from A ſuperficial View which 
they take of Trade, imagine if they have not Two Markets for their 
Wool, the Price of it muſt fall; alarm d at its being low at preſent, 
and in fear of its being lower, if Wool and Varn is poured in upon us 
without Reſtraint from Ireland, nay it may be have made ſome ſuch 
Impreſſions on the Minds of the Gentlemen who are the Proprietors of 
their Lands too; but it is hoped, when the contrary is proved, both 
by Reaſon- and Example, theſe Prejudices will be intirely removed. 

From the toregoing Reaſons, this ſhort Queſtion might be put, Can 
that which Inriches the Nation, raiſes the Price of Labour and 
Commodities, and the Value of the Landed Intereſt in general, pre- 
judice- that Intereſt when divided into Particulars By no means; 
But the Reaſoning ſhall be confined to the Market for Wool, and be as: 
brief as can be, to ſet it in a clear Light. | 

Conſider what fixes a Price upon your Wool? It is not the F oreign 
Market, but the Home Demand. 

What is the Eſtimate with which every Manufacturer goes to Market 
for his Wool? It is what his Goods produce, when manufactured, for 
unleſs he can buy Wool. in Proportion to the Price the Merchant gives 
for his Manufacture, he will buy none; and every Tradeſman being, 
of that mind, the price of Wool muſt be reduced, tor the Grower can- 
not ſell it unleſs. he complies with the Tradeſman's Price, which is 
not an Arbitrary, but an . Unavoidable one; this {inks the Price of 
Wool, and muſt Yearly do ſo, as Trade declines, let Foreigners 2 
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Price of our Manufactures? It's the Demand for Exportation, or in 


other Words, the Demand ſor them at the ſeveral Foreign Markets to 


which they are ſent, and the Price they bear there. 

The Price of Wool at Home therefore, is in Fact, influenced by the 
Sale of our Manuſactures in Foreign Parts; and to find the true Rea- 
ſon of its riſing or falling, we muſt look into the State of theſe Forei 
Markets, which indeed are every where clog d with Goods manuſac- 
tured by our Foreign Neighbours, which by their Quantity and low 
Price too, (their Labour being much cheaper than ours) hinder the 
Sale of Higliſh Manutactures carried thither by our Merchants, and 
thus fink their Price every Year. This returns round from the Mer- 
chant to the Tradeſman, from the Tradeſman to the Manufacturer, 
from the Manufacturer to the Woolman, who little thinks what hurts 
him, when he pleads tor the Foreign Market for his Relief ; but in 
Reality, it's the Wool ſent thither, is the very Cauſe of the Evil 
complained of. 1 | 
This plain Reaſoning is ſupported by the Matter of Fact hinted at, 
namely, the flouriſhing State of Trade, the high Price of Wool and 
Wages to the Poor too, which we found to be the Effect of the Plague 
at Marſeills ; our Wool was then one Third more in Value than it 
is now, (we had a current Demand for all the Goods we manufactured) 
notwithſtanding the Foreign Demand for Wool ceaſed, and all the 
Wool and Yarn of Ireland was brought to us, becauſe it could not 
be run Abroad: From hence it's Evident we could work up and ſell 
the Woollen Produce of both Kingdoms, if the Foreign Markets were 
not ſtock'd with Goods manuſactured by our Neighbours, which that 
Calamity prevented in France, and at that time the Manufactures of 
Flanders, &c. was not came to any conſiderable Maturity. 


Such a plain, evident Fact as this, muſt convince every Impartial W 


Perſon, that if our Wool could be effectually ſecured to ourſelves, the 
Price of it muſt Riſe, as it's certain it did when the Demand for it w 
d by the aforeſaid Occurrence. : 


' what Price they will: But it may be further enquired, What fixes the 
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It has been imagined by ſome, that the Prohibiting-the Wear of 
Calicoes about the lame time, occaſioned this proſperous Juncture of 
the Woollen Trade, but this will appear to be only Imagination, if 
we conſider two Circumſtances ; the One is, that no ſooner were 
Calicoes out of uſe in England, but they were imediately ſent to our 
Foreign Plantations, and many other Places where our Woollen Goods 
had been formerly wore, ſo that we ſent Calicoes inſtead of Woollen 
Goods Abroad, tho we wore for a little while Woollen Goods inſtead 
of Calicoes at Home, we were far from gaining any Advantage to the 


Woollen Trade thereby: lt: 4 4101914 03, nada fa 2262 2h 
The other Circumſtance is, had tlie Prohibition of Calicoes In- 
fluenced the Demand, it would have been confined to ſuch Stuffs as 
are peculiar to the Womens Wear; whereas the Demand was univerſal 
for Stuffs, Cloth, Hoſe, and all ſorts of Woollen Goods, which indeed 
proves we are undermined by Foreigners in every Branch of our 
Manufacture, which could never be hurt, had we but ſome effectual 
Method found out to keep our Wool ſrom then. 
The Cale above alſo proves, it is not the Yarn or Wool from Fre- 
land can hurt us, if we ſecure them ſrom our Neighbours ; the Queſ- 
tion is, ſhall this Yarn be fully and compleatly Manufactured into 
Goods in Eugland or elſev here: It's all Manufactured ſome where, 
if it be not clan deſtinely run to Foreigners, we ſhall compleatly Manu- 
facture it here, and gain that Advantage which the clandeſtine Trade 
beſtows on others: But as to the Wool both of Ireland and England, 
the Reaſon is much ſtronger, nay, it's evident the Exportation lowers 
the Price here; for, as was ſtated before in another Light, every Pack 
they obtain from us, in common, works up Two ot their own ; ſo 
that fuppoſe a Pack of Wool makes 10 Pieces of Goods in England, 
heſe ro Pieces are ſent by our Merchants to Spain, Portugal, &c. 
but if Foreigners get this Pack of Wool, and work it up with Two of 
their own, they make and ſend 30 Pieces to the fame Markets; this 
$ it that gluts the Markets Abroad, and by the neceſſary Rotation of 
Things, ſinks the Price of Wool at wo and nothing elle. 
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If this Evil is not prevented, not only will the WoGl fink, lower 
and lower, but at laſt, for want of employ, our Manufacturers wit 
Follow the Trade, and ſettle where the ManufaQtures are'encouraged, 
and do encreaſe; the Subſtance of Traders and Merchants are eafily 
transferr'd; it's the Landed Intereft that is Immoveable, and myf 
and or fall with the Proſperity of the Trade of the Nation; and ſo 
ſenſible are our Neighbours of the Advantages of Trade, that they 
make even Bigotry and Superſtition give way, to encourage Manuf. 
turers to ſettle in their Country; and are ſo watchful over every Step 
we take in England to preſerve our Trade, that a few Years ago, when 
there was a Proſpect of obtaining a Law to ſecure our Wool, they then 
xevok'd an Edict which prohibited the Import of Trib Yarn ; ſo 
neceſſary is it for them to obtain it, that if they cannot get it in Woch 
they will have it in Yarn, rather than not at all. 
+ Irs plain from theſe Obſervations, that keeping our Wool at Hum: 
will be very far from prejudicing the Growers on the Coaſt, any more 
than the Inland Counties; but on the contrary, as ſoon as the common 
.Courſe-of Things will admit of our feeling the ſalutary Effects, every 
one in their Station will reap the Advantage, and twill be a mu 
Intereſt to England and Ireland. _ 
Theſe Difficulties being removed therefore, it's to be hoped nt 
Obſtruction remains to clog the Progreſs of this Affi 
which fo loudly calls for the Attention of a BRIT18ʃ 


7 
12 3 72 | 
EY Sin 


| WR 
| FE LEE. SES EDS l PEE LEE N 7 


Were the firft bg of this Book, the folew- 
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ſel going over to France, which-had-W-oad. 
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ing Fafls came to my Knowledge. 


ANUARYT 1735, Mr. Domeney 2 Cuſtom-Houſe Officer of 
Dover, chaſed a Veſſel belonging to that Town, which was 
bound to France, loaden with Wool; it was in- ſmal Packs, hav- 
ing large Stones fixt to each Pack, in order to fink them if they ſhould 


be ED d by the King's Officers; when Mr..Domeney came up with 


this Veſſel, ſaw them throw the Wool into the Sea, which ſunk, 
but afterwards: eight or ten-Packs of this Wool was taken-up, Another 
time Mr. Domeney chaſed a Deal Veſſel from the South Foland to 
France, there was one Jacob Sequee, and ſome other Men, who 
threw the Wool upon the French Coaſts; Mr. Domeney took five 


Packs of this Wool off from the French Coaſts and brought them to 


Euoland, with the Boat that carried it over; and ſome time after, 
both Boat and Wool was condemned and ſold for the Uſe of the King. 
At two other times he made two Seizures of thirteen Packs of wool, 
that was a going to be run out of Keut into France. 

In May 1736, Robert Cadman, an Sr of Dover, chaſed a Veſ- 
board; Thomas Pil. 
chard ol Hith in Kent was in the Beat, who khrew the Jol into the 
Sea ; which Mool Mr. Cadman took up, and brought both Wool and 
Veſſel to Dover, and Pilchard was tranſported for Qwling of Wool... 


February 18, 1736. Mr. Clare, an Officer of Hith = ent, be- 


longin ing to the Cuſtoms, ſeized twelve Bags, containing 240 Fleeces; 
this Wool was concealed i in a Wood near the Sea- ſide in Kent, in order 
to be run to France, and the Moo was condemned. Notw chſtanding 

lere 
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there is a particular Law made for Kent and Suſſex to prevent the 
, Owling of Woot Abroad, there hath been ſeized at different times, 
over and above what I have ome, 3439 Wee of Mool, between | 
Dungeneſs and Dover. 
About) June 1737, there was Se! at Weymouth in | Dorſetſtire 
_ eigh mg Weight of M oollen Jain, and two thouſand Weight of 
comb W001, with about ten Pound. of ſmall Fleece Hool, as a 1 
this Tarn and Jool\was. oing to France, but both Ship and 
was condemnet} and fold 2 the King's Uſe ; and afterwards the 
greateſt part of the oo and Tarn went through my Hands. 
April 1738, there was a large Bale of Woo! feized in the River of 
Thames, on board the Harmanus, one Jourian Maſter, bound for 
| Amſterdam ; the Bale was entered at the Cuſtom-Houſe by one Coaſt- 
Taker, for Flannels; this was diſcovered through a Hole in the 
Package, by Mr. Sharp the Searcher that ſeized the Wool ; Coaſtlater 
was ſent to the Pouliiy Counter for Owling of Wool ; I went to ſee 
him, who told me, the Yo! was the Property of one Speak, formerly 
a Packer, who is ſince fled from Juſtice ; the Bale was conſign d to 
Mr. Deloon of Amſterdam. 
Ju 1538, there was a Trial at Guildhall, London, beſore the 
Lord Eier Juſtice Lee, between one Blake (a noted Ozwler of Wool 
of Cataught in Ireland) and a noted Inſurer of the City of London, 
who had inſured a Ship load of Mool from Canaught to France, know- 
ing it to be Yo; the Ship in her Paſſage met with bad Weather, 
and altho the Commander could have got into a Harbour in England, 
he dare not do it, well knowing he ſhould be called to an Account 
for having his Ship loaded with Yoo, he choſe rather to take all his 
Men and Paſſengers 1 into his Boat and quit the Ship, and leave her to 
the Mercy of the Seas, which was loſt ; when Blake came to call for 
the Inſurance Money, our worth Patriot the Inſurer would not pay 
it, becauſe (as he faid) the Ship might be brought into Port; however 
the Court thought proper to 2 this Arena RS of the 
City to pay the Inſurance Money.” 3 
out 
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About ae +7 8, at Pool Alge is Bebber ther Was 5 * 

try d 2 che Penalty of Owling of Moo out of h - 
4 By pt wo tips yt 500 Pounds P „ the en 
by an Act made in the gth and roth of King — 
November 6, 1728: Owen Ryley was tried belore the Lord- Ollief 
Baron Commyns, tor Owling of Fool out of Kum and &#ſtx ; he/was 
caſt for Tranſportation for Seven —_— op nh ya an 


Act made in the 4 er RE % I. 
November 30, 1738. One Bonrt was try — Lon Chief 
Baron Commyns, lor being the Su © the Ship Load of Meet 


percargo 
that was inſured by the City Patriot, as mentioned before; but this 
— = cn in Ireland, tor want of ſufficient Evidence, W 


| 2, 17 38, one James Dakes, a noted Maſter weaver in 
ques els, was yd at Weſtminſter beſore the Lord Chief Bar 
ommyns, for Running of Worſted Yarn to Flanders, the Tarn wa 
ſeized on board a Veſſel in the River Thames that was bound for 
Oftend in Flanders, by Mr. Harnage the Searcher of the Cuſtoms ; 
Dales never claimed the Yarn, but was content to ' loſe that 3 
but being ſued by the Direction of -the Commiſfioners' of "the 
Cuſtoms tor the Penalty, his Friends applied to me, to endeavour to 
make it up, if poſſible for him; but that penny ore be complied with; 
wherefore it went to Trial, when it was plainly proved by the Entry, 
the Perſon that entered it, the Waterman and the Dyer, that it was'the 
Pr r the Court convicted him for a of Three 
Shillings per Pound, as the Law directs by an Act made in the'rqth 
of King Charles Il 7 | 


tried tor Running Worſted Yarn abroad. | 7 ” 


_ "The Reaſon that induced me to ine theſ fe Fats of Owing | 
Wool and Tarn from England'is, that I printed my Obſervations / _ 

on W ook, &c. in cher Ming nad ſeveral Parcels of % that I ſa E 
landed in Foreign Parts that was brought from Great Britain and 


Ireland: 
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dreland, that ſome Perſons wid taken upon them to arffim, that ce 
doth not want any Wool ſrom Ereat Britæin nor Ireland: By this 


veral Reigus to prevent that Evil; for if they have good Wool enough 
of rheir. own, there is no manner of feed for ſo many Acts of Parlia- 4 


will allow that tho the French and Flemings, &c. do want our Wool, 
yet they have none from England, but that there is a prodigious Quin- f 
tity goes from "Ireland to France, Sc. this is not only faid by ſome 


their Tools to go from place to place to propagate this falſe Doctrine, 
I have been in Company with ſome of them lately; but I hope the 
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French, Flemings, &c. have Wool enough of their own Growth, and 


way of arguing, theſe worthy Friends to Old England, not only in- 
valid hat T have ſaid, but the Acts of Parliament that are made in ſe- 


ment to prevent the Owling of Wool to Foreign Parts. 2 
There is another Sett ot worthy Patriots to their Country, hack 


eminent Dealers in Wool and the Woollen Manufacture, (who T fear 
are in the Trade of-Owling of Wool from England) but they-have f 


few; Facts that I have named that came lately to my Knowledge, as to 
Owling of Wool and Yarn from England, being all well atteſted by 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, will convince every true Eugliſiman, that 
there muſt be a vaſt Quantity, of Wool and Yarn Rua out of Great 
Britain to France, Flanders, &c. As to Ireland, it is confirmed by 
ſo great a Man as A— //—, that I need not to have mentioned one 
Word of that Country, nor the Owling Trade from thence, for Lam 
well perſuaded that every honeſt Britton will no longer doubt the Va» 
lidity of Wool being Run out of [re/and, ſince it has been fo well at- 
teſted and-confirmed by a Citizen of London of the firſt Rank, who x 
few Years ſince took a great deal of Pains to get a Law to prevent the 
Owling of Mool, for to my Coſt, I am ſure I attended him. 


NB. The ſeveral Trials above-mentioned, have been tried at 
the King s Suit ; which ſhew how ready they. are to ſupports 
this hanke Branch of Trade, the Woollen Manulacture. 
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